


"In the Name of Almight:( God: ThG United States of 

America and the United Mexican States, animated by ~ 

sincere desire to put an end to the calamities of the war 

which unhappily exists between the two republics, and 

to establish upon a ss_>lid basis relations of peace and 

friendship which shall confer reciprocal benefits upon 

the citizens of both and assure the concord, harmony 

and mutual confidence, wherein the two peoples shall 

live as Good Neighbors, have for that purpose appointed 

their respective plenipotentiaries." 

Peace Treaty between the U. S. and the United Mexican. 
States, Guadalupe Hidalgo, Feb. 2nd, 1848. 

above pledge, so solemnly given, was renewed 
when President Roosevelt re-dedicated our countl·y -
as a Good N ~ighbor to the Latin Amtrican Republics, 
especially to Mexico, our nearest neighbor to the 
South. 
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Manuel .Avila Camacho, President of Mexico 
Elected July 7th, took office Dec. 1st, 1939 

Avila Camacho is undoubtedly the most popular President Mexico 
has had since Madero. He is a Conservative Liberal with definite .. 
principles. He had the courage to say publicly, before his election, 
that he was a Catholic. He is trying to lead Mexico back to the 
middle of the road after these decades of revolutions and persecu-

. tions. "Mexico is a democratic country where all parties may exist." 
"Mexico is, above all, an agricultural country, the land has been 
the cradle and the scene of its great historical movements" are two 
of Avila Camacho's recent statements. 



At Coatlinchan, in the patio of what hi happier days, was a 
Francis·can monastery. Peasants responded to Father Alcuin's in
vitation to discuss their problems. 

Father Alcuin with a group of Synarchists who had been driven 
from their homes because they were Synarchists.. They are grate
ful for the use of the "straw mansion" belonging to friends. A straw 
mat was the only furniture in this "house/'· Said the elderly gentle
man at the left. "We are not discouraged, God in Heaven is still 
'our Father/" 
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Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Weiler took Father Alcuin, their cousin, to 
the beautiful and popular church in Taxco where Father offered 
the Sacrifice of the Mass on the 21st anniversary of his First Mass. 
Mexican law still prohibits a priest from wearing a roman collar, 
the1·efore the necktie. 

The richly artistic church in Taxco was built by the ·famous 
French miner, Joseph le Borde in the 18th century for the First 
Mass of his son. Most of the interior decorative paintings are by 
the renowned Mexican Indian painter Miguel Cabrera. 

Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Weiter never renounced their allegiance 
to the land of their birth, the U. S. A., but they have given most of 
their life and their w.ork to the development of industry in Mexico. 
Mr. Weiter might rightly be called the "father of the shoe industry 
in Mexico.'" The W eiters could be cited as an example of · Ameri
cans who shared · their good fortune with Mexican workers. They 
have always been "Good Neighbors.'' 
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PREFACE BY THE EDITOR 

"Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with thy whole 
heart ... , anq thy neighbor as thyself." In the commu
nity of nations Mexico is one of our nearest neighbors. 
We are a Christian people, we should be good neigh
bors. A little more love of God would be a surprisingly 
effective remedy for most of the evils that .cause suf
ferings in the world today. A little truer love of neigh
bor would insure for us the sincere frie.ndship of 
Mexico, the gateway to South· America. As we grieve 
over the destruction and sorrow caused by this war 
there should come the realization that the most ef
fective and cheapest guarantee of national security 
and world peace would be the practice of Christian 
Charity. And there still are stupid people who make 
a noise about religion being expensive. We still have 

. among us self-styled ·patriots and self-appointed 
guardians of state monies who call it good American
ism to make sure that no pe.nny of public money be 
spent for the benefit of any education in religion. So 
we must continue to appropriate larger sums each · 
year for penitentiaries and reform schools. That is the 
way of worldly wise economy. · 

This book is about Mexico and the problen1s in that 
"rich land of the poor." Very nearly all of the material 
for this book was given to me by a group of univer
sity professors and leaders in · economic and education
al thinking in Mexico. Their , finally selected spokes
man .was Octavio Carmona Almada .. I know that these 
men ··are ·weil informed. I am sure that they are honest 
anq unselfish, the record of .their lives is the proof. 
Most of .the men who gave the information collected 
in~ ·this book are leaders in the Christian Social Move
ment ·in Mexico called Synarchism. A few are not 
members but are appreciative of the ideals and pro
gram sponsored by Synarchism. In f~ct this book tries 
to :show. ho.w-S y.n ·a .r·c h -is m has been ·a natural and 
chrfstian· development in the:.~~isto.ry .-of th_e .Mexican 



peon and peasant's struggle for Christian Social 
Justice. 

To the readers I would like to say that I have been 
an admirerer· of the Mexican people ever since Father 
Clement Kelly, now bishop of Oklahoma, told the 
An1erican people of the heroism of the Mexicans when 
"revolutionists'·' inflicted religious persecution on 
them after the fall of Madero. It was only in 1935 that 
illness gave me the first opportunity to visit Mexico. 
Those were the days of President Cardenas and just 
before he gave "free transportation" to the evil genius 
of recent Mexico, Mr. Calles. It was then that I had 
my· first personal experience with the havoc that com
munism, of whatever national brand, causes in a 
Christian country. During the summer of 1942 I spent 
three months in Mexico. This time I wanted especially 
to learn and see the conditions in rural Mexico. That 
is how .I became acquainted with Synarchism and the 
leaders of that thoroughhly Christian and ,Mexican 
movement. Well-meaning friends gave me warning 
that Synarchism, while it might have certain virtues, 
was definitely anti U. S. My findings were that most 
of the people in Mexico still have doubts about the 
sincerity of the friendship offered them ~ by the United 
States government. Many of the synarchist peasants 
share this doubt. I am happy to testify that the 
majority of the leaders in Synarchism are not anti · 
United States, but on the contrary, definitely realize 
that Mexico can find her economic prosperity only in 
a full cooperation with the United States. I want to 
say too, that so many of the American magazines and 
papers recently have been very unfair in their report
ing about Synarchism in Mexico. The synarchists are 
not connected with any "ism", of Russia, Germany or 
Spain. Why should they be, . or how could they be? . 
After all, the freedoms the synarchists are trying to 
get for their fellow Mexicans are the very ones we 
Americans treasure so highly: freedom of religion, 
education, speech, and the freedom to organize for 
economic improvement, be it for the business-man, 
the laborer or the farmer. 
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A Little History 
) 

Mexico has an interesting history. Our forefathers 
in the United States came to this country to establish 
free homes. The Spaniards came to M e x i c o in two . 
groups: the laymen to find riches,. the missionaries to 
extend the Kingdom of God upon this world. The 
Spaniards of the early sixteenth century brought a 
medieval civilization and point of view to Mexico. This 
is true of both laymen and clergy. At that time Spain 
had just been victorious in the long, hard battle 
against the Moors. The Reformation had not touched 
Spain. In the American Colonies the Indi0-n was an 
obstacle. In Mexico he was a help to gather gold or 
silver from the mines, or even food from the soil. In 
the American colonies the laymen decided the policy 
towards· the Indian. In Mexico the Catholic Church 
took charge of the Indian, established and defended 
his rights as citizen of New Spain. This was possible 
because the Catholic Kings of Spain usually sided 
with the Church and because most of the lay-leaders 
in New Spain, in spite of faults, were rather decent · 
christians. This is what I was taught by professors of 
Mexican history during the past summer-session at 
the Pniversity of Mexico, 1942. 

The Church 

One cannot visit M·exico or study its history without 
almost continually c0ming into contact with_ Mexico's 
most influential, most unifying reality, the Catholic 
Religion. A few. national traditions and the Catholic 
Religion are all the Mexicans have in common. Society 
is stratified. There is often a century of difference 
in time and a "race of difference" in psychology be
tween the customs of the creole and the Indian, but 
all ar-e1 united in their Church. It is the house of their 
common Father where· everyone belongs to the same 
family, and feels at home. When the Spaniards came 
to Mexico . they fo~nd among the Indians a tribal 
government;·. a pagan semi-civilization with religion 
as the center of social and political life. The mission-



aries substituted the Catholic Faith in that centrai 
place. The Indians lived on, happier and more civilized 
for the c h an g e . The Catholic Religion has been the 
dominant factor in Mexican life ever since. 

Whatever religious convictions the student of 
Mexican history may have he is compelled by evidence 
to repeat the praises. of the Spanish missionaries and 
to admit the value of the Church in Mexican life dur-

. ing the centuries of Spanish . dominion. With inde
pendence in 1821 came a division of opinion not only 
among the political leaders of Mexico, but also among 
the historians. A chief cause was the Church . 

. The politicians in Mexico during the 19th century, 
with very few exceptions, were men of selfish ambi
tions. Their real concern was not a sincere fear that 
the large properties held by" the Church, as an endow
ment for her educational, social and charitable insti
tutions, might lead to or had occasioned abuses on the 
part of churchmen who had the administration of the 
program. Surely most of the political leaders during 
the 19th century were very much like the "treasurer'·' 
of whom we read in the gospel, "why was this oint
ment not sold for three hundred denarii and given to 
the poor?" Perhaps the leaders in the Church did not 
always act too wisely during the many crises that kept 
Mexico in constant turmoil from 1824 to 1872. They 
gave their powerful support to the side that promised 
to respect the rights and program of the Church. 
Some students of Mexican history think that the 
Church should have relinquished some of her material 
endowments and relied more .on voluntary contribu
tions for the support of her work. The fac·t remains 
however that when the property of the Church was 
confiscated by the self-styled, liberators of the Mexi
can poor, the poor became poorer, and their number 
was rapidly .increased. It is an undeniable fact that 
schools, hospitals and ·orphanages became fewer in 
number and less charitable in service. It is an equally 
well proven fact that the "liberators" -became richer. 

In the twentieth century, after 1910, the Me.xican 
people suffered another "liberation." This time the 
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aged Diaz shared blam.e with the Church, which in 
spite of restricting laws · again was supposed to have 
become too ·dominant. Leaders succeeded one another, 
sometimes very quickly. · One does have regard for 
the idealist, Madero. There are things to be said for 
Caranza as well as against Huerta. Methods .employed 
by Zapata cannot be approved, but there was sinceri- . 
ty about this Indian's endeavors to help the ,landless-. 
One could write in approval of certain parts and acts 
in the program of Cardenas. The twentieth century 
revolution in Mexico was not all bad. Yet, when one 
reads the records of the revolutionary leaders from 
Ca:ranza to Cardenas there is the outstanding fact 
that again all these men who claimed to liberate the 
Mexican poor seem to liave done particularly well only 
for themselves and their friends. Many students of 
Mex~can economic and social history agree with this 
book that conditions among the poor of the rural dis
tricts in Mexico were worse in 1940 than in 1910. Also 
Mexican men of unquestionable integrity say that 
much of what has been written about Mexico by 
American journalistic historians and writers, who 
publish a book about Mexico after a supervised tour 
of certain s.ections of the country, is misleading and 
often definitely wrong. I am inclined to accept this 
accusation. My contacts with Mexico extend over ·a 
period of years, although I have actually studied in 
Mexico only four months. 

What Mexico Asks 

Mexico is pleased with our ideals of a Good Neigh
bor policy as announced by President Roosevelt and 
his ·spokesmen. Mexico hopes that in the future she 
will always be considered as a nat i o n , with ~11 the 
rights and dignity of national sovereignty, and not, at 
times, merely as a colony or field for profitable invest~ 
ment. The great majority of Mexicans. ask that the 
Good Neighbor policy be l!Ot restricted to the support 
of political "gangs" who entrench themselves in 
power, often with · our help, .but that it be e)\tended 
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rather to the "Mexican people'; who w·ould like to be 
good neighbors tb us. The Mexicans ask that we do 
not try to Americanize them. They ask that we recog-
'nize their language and Catholic culture as equal in 
intellectual and spiritual dignity to our own. Mexicans 
would like tb solve their own domestic problems with-
, out Americ-~n credit and amunition being given to the 
favored group. Mexicans make these requests at this 
time with hope of a favorable understanding since 
President Roosevelt has announced the Four Free
doms and Mr. Messerschmidt is the Ambassador. 

It is of great importance that not only the govern
ments of the U. S. and Mexico be friendly, but also 
that the people of the two coun.tries become acquaint-
ed and "neighborly." • 

Purpose of This Book 

The purpose of this book is to picture to Americans 
the history of Mexico's past, to arouse interest in 
Mexico's present and encourage willingness to be 
understanding and helpful neighbors in Mexico's 
future. This book is to -tell the story of Mexico's poor 
who have so long formed . the majority of ·its popula
tion: the peasants and the peons. This group suffered_ 
under the heartless oppression of the pagan Mexican 
Indian rulers. They were given new life and hope with 
the coming of Christianity, but .they suffered again 
as victims of the selfish ambitions of r i-va 1 leaders 
during the period of strife and anarchy: "the Revolu
tion." 

·During all this misery and persecution something 
new was born of Faith and Patriotism: Synarchism. 
Synarchism is primarily a social movement that takes 
its ideals and principles for a constructive program · 
from Christianity. Synarehism wishes to bring baek 
to Mexico Christian Social Justice for the peasant;-the 
peon and the worker. It defends private properly, but 
opposes monopolies and communism as two extremes. 
Synarchism demands freedom of religion, of educa
tion and legitimate private enterprize~ Synarchism de..: 
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mands ownership of !and as a necessary step in the 
rehabilitation of Mexican Agriculture. The great 
majority of the Mexican people today need more food, 
better sanitaTy conditions, and more education. That 
is why Synarchism is spreading so rapidly, especially 
among the poor and in the _rural districts. The synar
chists are not anti U. 8., they certainly are not Nazis 
or Phalangists. They want nothing so much as the 
"democratic freedoms" we enjoy in our own United 
States. Synarchists have faith in President Avila 
Camacho and hope in the "good neighbor policy" of 
our President Roosevelt. 

I do want to say that I met Catholics in Mexico who 
had some fear that Synarchism might unintentionally 
compet_e with the work of Catholic Action, as organi
zed in .that country. Several leaders, prominent in this 
movement, assured me, however, that this was not the 
case, and that they favored the growth of Synarchism. 
Other Catholics wanted a real political party to do 
battle more effectively with the communists. The 
motives of these m~n was not so much religious, but 
rather they wanted a political party that Catholics 
could join, in order to combat the political activities. 
of the "Party of the Revolution." Naturally those who 
are sympathetic with the "revolution" or have bene
fited economically or politically from it, are very 
much opposed to Synarchism. Personally the writer is 
inclined to quote the enthusiastic Mexican who said 
about Synarchism: "What is this "new" we discover 
in the midst of clenched fists, of .red flags, of anarchy 
and of extreme poverty? It is Synarchism, the vigor
ous civic and social movement, very spiritualiz·ed, that 
has a constructive program a.nd whose doctrine and 
mode of action is Catholic ·in its philosophy." 

I ' 
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Alcuin Heibel, 
Mt. Angel College, 
M t. Angel, Oregon. 



Christ .Taught Love of Neighbor 

The 40-foot sandstone figure atop 4500-foot Mount Cristo Bay 
on the Mexico-United States border near El Paso, Texas. It was 
erected by Bishop Schuler of El Paso in 1940 as a symbol of 
Christ's kingship over mankind and should now assume a special 
significance in our good neighbor ploicy towards Mexico. 
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Synarchismj· ill' the History of Mexico 

INTRODUCTION 

TO understand what Synarchis.m is, its origin, its 
development, its methods, and its possibilities for 

the future, it is necessary to study and view it as the 
natural result of an historical process. In Mexico, a 
natio.n- so old and yet so new, so simple and yet so 
comple?C, Synarchism takes up the attention of both 
na~ionals and f9reigners, some of whom admire it, 
others attack it, whether it be because they have com
plete confidence in its directors., or because they con
sider its members dangerous "fifth-c.olu.mnists". Syn
archism, in Mexico, is. today an undeniable social and 
historical fact. It promises to become a "peaceful" 
counter-revolution. 

In this day there is a . well defined tendency to give 
every scientific social enterprise an historical char
acter. Modern generations try to place themselves · 
correctly in their age, in order to better accomplish 
their mission. Moreover, history is an essential part 
of all national feeling, and, according to some, the 
root of all national feeling is to be found in the con
sciousness that a group acquires of having a common 
historical past, and cultural characteristics that make 
it feel different from all other groups. 

In one of the best books on indigenous history, "Law 
among the Aztecs," by J. Kohler, translated into 
Spanish by Carlos Rovalo y Fernandez, edited in 1924 
by the "Escuela Libre de Derecho," is to be found an 
introduction by Miguel S. Macedo, an eminent Mex
ican jurist, in which the importance- of the past in 
knowing and judging the life in the present of a 
nation is stressed: "For the formation of a people, 
and of its national soul, it is necessary that it know 
its history. The community of sentiments and of 
aspirations is what makes up a Country for those that 
live in a given territory; but if we ignore who our 
forefathers were, how they thought, felt, and acted, 
we will feel strangers in our own Country, and we 
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will lack the coherence necessary to resist the attacks 
of better unified nations, that have more homogeneous 
aspirations and are more consistent with their his
tory."~"For that reason we consider the history of 
our land, and of our predecessors, vitally important
however remote these things may seem from our 
present. But it is necessary that this history be the 
truth and not poetical legends of ficticious greatness; 
that it have facts as its foundation, however poor and 
ugly it may seem because of that. But it would be 
such only in appearance, for there is nothing more 
beautiful than truth-when one knows how to under
stand it." 

Mexico's history covers several centuries. Its life
periods so distinct and so well marked have become 
successively more complex and difficult to understand. 
Mexico's history is incomprehensible not only to for
eign diplomats, newspaper men and tourists, but also 
to many Mexicans. Mexico's social structure is so 
heterogenous that intelligent students of it, as the 
American protestant minister Charles S. MacFarland, 
have come to the conclusion that ~'chaos exists" in 
the nation (1) and does not dare to formulate con
clusions from his study, because he was unable to 
make a sintliesis of what Mexico is. 

And precisely in this is to be found the master stroke 
of Synarchism, that it was able to establish certain 
basic points in its principles and in its program, that 
permit it to send down its roots to the deepest histor
ical traditions of Mexico. 

We will, then, try to present a brief and simple 
monograph of Mexico, which will permit us to know 
that country better, and will explain the historical 
presence of Synarchism. 

Our essay will cover four epochs that correspond 
to four periods whose differences, comparatively .well 
marked, will contribute to the clarity of the expo
sition: 

1. Pre-colonial period; 

(1) Chaos in Mexico-1935-Harper & Bros. 
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2. Colonial period; 
3. Peribd of National Independence; and 
4. The pFesent-Synarchism. 
It is true that it is difficult to assign exact limits to 

the great stages of any social evolution, but we accept 
the above division as useful to our plan. 

The Law, and the economics of each period, will 
furnish us the elements which we seek to place Syn
archism historically and to justify its mode of action 
and its program. 

l-Pre-Colonial Period 

What we know about Indian legislation and economy 
in the period before the Spanish domination is not 
precise and very insufficient; we will, therefore, 
simply make a sketch of the social organization and 
working conditions that existed at the beginning of 
the conquest, following the historians that lived in 
those days. 

On arriving in Mexico in 1521, the Spaniards found 
a territory populated by diverse Indian tribes con
stituting different races. organized as small states or 
lordships. There were also unstable racial groups, that 
moved from place to place as nomads. 

Four privileged social classes dominated and di- . 
rected everything; the king or "cacique," the priests, 
the nobility, and the military men. After these, there · 
were certain groups of plebeian property owners and 
commercial organizations, and finally the great mass 
of the people, made up of peasants without land, 
craftsmE}n and slaves. 

The four privileged classes had vast expanses of 
land in their power. The common people were for
bidden the possession of land ( 1) . . The chroniclers and 
historians (Cortes, Torquemada, Zurita, SahagU.n, 
etc.) conceded special importance to the kingdoms of 
Mexico, Texcoco, and Tacuba, because they were the 
mos't civilized and the strongest, and because they 
formed a triple alliance, and when the Spaniards . ar-

(1) "El Proble111a Agrario de Mexico-1938-Lucio Mendietay 
Nunez." 
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rived, the greater part of the people that liyed in the 
territories that were later called "New Spain" were 
subject to their arms. The Mayas to the South were 
also outstanding, because· of their most interesting · 
culture. (2) 

The great property holders could not cultivate their 
lands by themselves, so they leased them to peasants 
that had none, or used men of the lowest class, called 
Macehuales, in their cultivation. · 

In general, the people of Mexico, Texcoco, and Ta~ 
cuba, to elect their kings, would name four electors 
among the nobility, who represented the votes of the 
entire population. The main requirements of a can
didate were: nobility, courage, daring, skill in things 
pertaining to warfare, that he drink no wine, that 
he be prudent and wise, that he be educated in the 
school of the nobility, called "Calmecac," and more
over, that he know how to speak and that he be under
standing, modest, and energetic. Four senators were 
then elected, who were always to be at the side of 
the king. The king was the supreme authority, th·e 
chief of the army, and his power had no limits. Even 
though each of the kingdoms in the triple alliance, 
when they conquered a people or a tribe would leave 
their authorities unchanged and respect their organi
zation, they would demand tribute from them, and 
a contingent of warriors and arms for their wars with 
other nations, after the fashion of a military and ad
ministrative alliance. 

In case of victory, the lands of the conquered na
tion were annexed to the. properties of the victorious 
king, or were distributed among his warriors or among 
the .nobles and priests. But this distribution did not 
imply that the hQlders of the land were completely 
deprived of it, but only the obligation to give part of 
the products of it to the new lords. In the triple alli
ance, the conquered were called "Mayeques." 

From this sketch it follows that we can classify 
workers on the land in the pre-colonial period into 
three categories: 1. The tenants; 2. Mayeques, a~d 

(2) "Los Mayas" R. F. Vazquez.-Buenos Aires-1937. 
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3. Macehuales. The economic conditions of each of 
these groups is admirably described by Lucio Mendieta 
y Nunez. (1) 

1. "The tenant was the one in the best conditions, 
for, even though the entire weight of the work fell 
upon him, he was a participant in the production. He 
had no other right over the land he worked, except 
that which derived from the agreement with the 
owner; but this same agreement placed him in a 
category of a worker who was to a certain extent 
free." 

2. "The mayeque had a right over the land which 
he worked; but he was not free; he was subject to the 
conqueror, a true feudal master who demanded part 
of the products of the land, and, since the mayeque 
also had to contribute to the support of the conquered 
lordship to which he belonged, we consider him a true 
slave to the land-even though he was, by right, owner 
of it." 

3. "We have finally the macehual, in the lowest class 
of rural workers. A man without a patrimony, with no 
other resource except the strength of his arms. He 
worked in the land of the large property owners, 
either directly under the orders of these, or in the 
lands of the tenants or mayeques, receiving a wage 
that must have been scarcely enough for his material 
sustenance." 

Today we can clearly appreciate the miserable con
ditions of the land laborers in the pre-colonial period. 
We must, furthermore, consider the fact that their 
tasks must have been extremely exhausting, for the 
Indian had no "beasts of labor," since these did not 
exist at that time in America, nor had he adequate 
instruments for tilling the soil. Agricultural labor, 
under these conditions, was very hard and very poorly 
compensated. 

Apart from agriculture, Indian towns had the in
dustries necessary to produce foodstuffs and garments 
for the people. These industries. were to be found in 
the midst of the Indian hom~, with the end in mind 

(1) La Economia del "rndio. 
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that each family be self-sufficient. Geographical and 
biologic differences forced each · nucleus of popula
tion to develop different industries, but on a very 
small scale and with very rudimentary tools. In the 
large centers of population industry was exercised 
for commercial, cultural and even luxurious. ends, (1) 
for among the crafts we find that of mechanic, feather 
worker, silversmith, smith, carpenter, stone worker, 
builder, painter, singer, tailor, weaver, butcher, wood
chopper, clay worker, cobbler, leather workers, etc. 
Also doctors, druggists, etc. Many persons practiced 
several crafts. 

The craftsmen were organized in guilds, and each 
guild was under the protection of a god. Some worked 
in their shops and others offered their services at the 
markets. Nothing is known as to the terms of the 
working contracts. 

Agricultural and industrial products were distri
buted through barter in the markets of the large 
villages at least once a week. This reunion of mer
chants and of buyers was called "tianguis." 

There were also guilds of merchants who took cer
tain products beyond the frontiers and, in turn, 
brought back whatever they found of greater com
mercial value. 

In that time, the general condition of the workers 
was so miserable that the Indians went as far as to 
sell themselves as slaves. Slavery was a permanent 
institution, both political and of labor, recognized by 
law, and a man could fall into · it through several 
causes. The slave-craftsman or tiller of the soil lived 
under such deplorable conditions that it would be dif
ficult for us to imagine them. The well to do classes 
could use the slaves to cultivate their lands as well 
as to conduct their rudimentary industries, for they 
had no other obligation than to feed the slaves and 
furnish them with the indispensable scant clothing. 
War among the tribes wa~ the best means of acquiring 
lands, and s-laves to work them. -

'. 
( 1) "Historia General de las cosas de . Nueva Espana".

Sahagun. 
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We see, then, that in the pre-colonial period there 
were two classes of workers: the free laborers and 
t.he slaves, even though this slavery was somewhat 
different from that which was recognized and regu
lated by the ancient Roman Law, as Don Vasco de 
Quiroga explains-, for the Indian serf retained certain 
personal rights, and even the power to redeem him
self. But these differences do not destroy the fact that · 
the economically active portion of the Indian popu
lation, free or not free, lived exploited and miserable, 
subject to an inhuman treatment that forced it to 
live in extreme poverty, without hope or possibility 
of betterment. 

There was another element, that of religious life, 
that came to make more bitter the miseries of the 
poor. There existed, from the beginning, an intimate 
relation between the pagan adoration of the idols and 
the Indian State. The priesthood exercised great jn
fluence. Priests were advisors to the king. They par
ticipated in all public affairs of importance. Without 
their consent, war could not be declared. The cult was 
exercised in the temples known under the name of 
"teocalis," where a stone idol, representing one of 
their many gods, received the adoration of the faith
ful often in the form of human sacrifices. 

This form of paganism forced the Indian to wage 
continuous warfare in order to make prisoners among 
the enemy to . sacrifice to the gods. Cortes, the con
queror, writes that in the town of Caltaumi were 
found· temples where there were more than one thou
sand corpses of Indians sacrificed to the idols, and 
that planks were also found wherefrom hung fifty 
bleeding heads of the latest victims. 

"The priestly class, says Oro.zco y Berra, was very 
numerous. We cannot determine the exact number, 
but if we consider the fact that Torquemada gives 
forty thousand as the number ·of 'teocali' in the 
empire, and that the number of ministers was in rela
tion to the importance of the town, and that the chief 
temple alone had five thousand priests, the number of 

( 1) Quoted, in "El Derecho Precolonial". 
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one million accepted by Clavijero does not seem ex
aggerated." (1) 

But this is not all. Human sacrifices served to pre
serve and encourage cannibalism. The flesh of the vic
tims was devoured even at the table of the King. With 
this end in view, the pris,oners were kept in a sort of 
cage, where they were · fattened as much as possible. 
The bloody rites · took plac~ with ' frightening fre
quency. And certain ceremonies of this type were 
practiced at the expense, not ·of the enemies, but of 
their own race and of the inhabitants of the city it
self. Among the minor gods, called "tlaloques," there 
were some that, according to the Indians, were arbiters 
over the rains, and, in order to merit these, and to 
harvest abundant crops, it was necessary to sacrifice 
innumerable victims each year 'in their tender infancy. 
The most horrible thing was that the parents were 
forced .to take their own children to the mountains 
where they .. would hand them over to the priests and 
it was a common belief that the more the children 
cried on the way, the more abundant and beneficial 
would be the rains necessary to make the fields fer
tile. (1) 

The intimate life, the social life of the Indian vil
lages, and even the relations between the different 
peoples, were subject to the implacable and continuous 
demands of that devouring religion. 

( 1) Saha2'un, ibid. 
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II. Colonial Period 

The Spanish domination, which covered a period of 
three centuries from 1521 to 1821, profoundly modified 
the social life of the Indian, freed it from its gre·atest 
4orro:rs, ennobled ·it by transforming it to such an 
extent that it created a new world in the Mexico that 
now went under the name of "New Spain." 

It is natural that the conquerors should try to safe
guard the fruits ' Of their discoveries and victories. 
The power of the A.ztecs destroyed, they came to be 
tributaries of Charles. V, as did also the other republics 
or Indian lordships that had become independent 
from the yoke of Montezuma, king of Mexico. From 
this vassalage to the Catholic· monarch followed far 
reaching consequences, the first result of which was; 
the gradual suppression of bloody · idolatry, the con~ 
version of the Indians to Christianity, the abandon
m.~nt of cannibalism and of a great number of the 
vices and bad habits contrary to the Gospel. 

Simultaneously, a change was . taking place in the 
economic order. The Spaniards came, not only to con
vert infidels, but to settle in unknown lands and to 
forge fortunes for themselves. 

That change was .gradual because most of the re
publics and Indian lordships persisted, retaining those 
practices that were not repugnant to the civilization 
of the conquerors.; but there. were in truth excessive 
demands and abuses on the part of certain of these 
conquerors. Some were excessively cruel, as N uiio de 
Guzman, who is described to us as. a m.ost sinister 
individual. 

One of the institutions, that contributed most to 
modify the life of the Indians, affecting their working 
conditions, was that of the "encomiendas," which gave 
rise . to many abuses and to the most c·onb·adictory 
opinions. To get an idea of what this was, it is neces
sary to quote the corresponding lines from the third 
book of Solorzano, who~e authority in these matters 
i~ ·--~ndisputed . . (1) · - - -~:- _. '" .. :~ . -> 
--· .- Hf 'fPohtica tilef:hiri8Y. - · 



As to the origin of the "encomiendas," he tells us 
that, "after the first islands of the West Indies were 
begun to be settled by the men of Christopher Colum
bus, sinc.e the islands were populated by I~dians, and 
as the Spaniards that discovered and settled them 
had need of their services and work, wheth~r it was 
for their homes, for the search and mining of gold 
and silver, for work in the farms, for taking care of 
the cattle, or for other work, they asked Columbus to 
distribute some Indians, and he did it because it 
seemed convenient and necessary at that time, and 
the same thing was qone afterwards~and imitated by 
Fernando Cortes, when . New Spain had been con
quered . . 

"And since the Indians were given for a limited 
time, while the King ordered nothing to the contrary, 
and since the teaching of religion and good habits to 
these Indians was recommended, as also their per
sons and their correct treatment, these distributions 
came to be called 'encomiendas' or 'recommendations 
to take care of,' and those who received the Indians 
in this manner 'encomenderos,' or 'those who are 
bound to take care of the recommended.' 

"But these distributions of Indians, which for this 
reason and in this manner were introduced, began to 
show many ills and inconveniences, and to deprive the 
Indian 'encomendados' of all liberty, for the 'enco
mendero,' preoccupied more with his own good and 
profit than with the spiritual and temporal health of 
the Indians, subjected these to all sorts of labors and 
tired them more than beasts. All of which made the 
institution unpopular, as is described in a special 
treatise on the matter by the. Bishop of Chiapas (las 
Casas). 

"For which reason, attempts were made to do · away 
wit~ the 'encomiendas,' and, in this sense, royal pro
visions, which are among those printed, were sent 
in 1518 to Diego Vehizquez and in 1523 to Fernando 
Cortes. After referring to the above mentioned ills 
and abuses, these say: 'That after the Council, and 
religious theologians, and men of letters, and of good 
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and holy life, had been ordered to discu~s the question, 
it seemed that We could not in conscience (in view 
of the fact that , God Our Lord created the Indians 
free, and not subject) distribute them among Chris
tians, and so We order that these distributions be not 
effected, and that those that have, be revoked." 

This ruling, as was to be expected, was not well re
ceived by the governors and settlers of the newly dis
covered lands, and gave them reason to protest, bring
ing up the evils which would result from its · observ
ance. They asked that it be revoked, alleging that 
neither the Indies, nor the Indians, could be preserved 
without these distributions, and that they would be 
forced to abandon the former in case the above men
tioned ruling remained in force. 

But the King, insisting in his desire to protect the 
liberty and the welfare of the Indians, found a com
promise between this purpose and the demands of the 
conquerors, and resolved that in no case and in no way 
should the Indians be given to the Spaniards as slaves, 
"nor that they be handed over, or be 'encomended' for 
personal service, but that a certain fixed and moderate 
amount which the Indians could and should pay to 
the King as tribute be assigned to each, and that from 
what was in this manner collected, the governors who 
had the King's permission to do so, distribute among 
the conquerors and settlers and other beneficiaries 
what seemed right to them, and that these should 
·enjoy this privilege during their life an<\ that of one 
heir, according to the law called of succession, with 
the obligation that the Indians whose taxes were as
signed to .them be well treated and instructed. Con
querors must consider themselves, because of the grac,e 
thus conceded to them, not only as ordinary subjects 
of the King, but as feudal vassals who had to come to 
the service of the King and of the Kingdom when
ever the occasion demanded it, and when accepting 
this agreement they must take a special oath of 
fidelity." 

From the above, Solorzano concludes "that the ob
jections and protests that the bishop of Chiapa,s raised 
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against these 'encomiendas' and their ill effects, which 
are so often thrown at us by the rivals of the glories 
and greatness of our Nation, were justified in relation 
to the first type of 'encomiendas,' which were intro
duced without the knowledge of our Kings, who re
pudiated them when they first had notice of them, and 
ordered them done away with, and in effect did away 
with them, as has been shown; but in the second type, 
of encomiendas; all that the bishop laments and 
protests against has been eliminated: for the Indians 
are not made slaves, nor even vassals of the 'enco
menderos,' and recognize only the King as lord, as 
do all other Spaniards; (and from the tribute which 
they must pay to him, as such, by his will and com
mand, and as a substitute or delegation, are given 
certain parts of the taxes to the 'encomenderos',) with 
out these having anything to do with the Indians 
directly, without their being able to demand anything 
else, with the obligation, on the other hand, of seeking 
their protection and defense and of paying priests to 
teach them and tend to their spiritual needs, and 
also to the Indians just temporal needs." 

In Justification of this system, the author we follow 
quotes other noteworthy authorities, theologians and 
jurists, as Father Jose de Acosta, Antonio de Herrera, 
Juan Matienzo and Antonio de Leon, particularly from 
the Treatise in which the latter refutes one by one 
all the objections of the Bishop of Chiapas, and gives 
them evident satisfaction, as did, many years before, 
Bartolome de Albornoz in what he wrote with much 
distinction and clarity about the "Art of Contracts," 
where he describes the old and new forms of these 
"encomiendas," and in particular discusses · those of 
New Spain, as one who lived in it marly years; and 
after having stated the facts, shows the legal founda
tion of the Royal Grants, and answers the· objections 
of the Bishop of Chiapas, and in doing this, tells us 
who this bishop was, and his behaviour, and with how 
little justice and foundation he filled the world with 
protests against the _wrongs and abuses to which the 
Indian_s ·-.-~ere ~ubject~d throughout, l)ever p~ving 



been out of the smallest of the Indies, and gives notice 
of the grave· men who, in that time, wrote against 
him." '· 

After this, we find in Solorzano an ennumeration of 
the causes that justified this manner of proceeding, 
being first that of forcing the "encomenderos" "to care 
for the spiritual indoctrination and temporal defense 
of the Indians whose tributes were distributed to 
them," and regarding this, Fray Jose de Acosta adds 
"that nothing could have been better than to charge 
these new and weak Christians to the diligence and 
protection of the old and powerful, as was done, ac
cording to San Ambrosio Areopagita, in the early days 
of the Church." 

The second purpose was "to attract the first con
querors, and settlers, and other noble and worthy 
men with them, in order that they might settle in 
the new lands, ennoble them, and defend them" for 
"it would be impossible to preserve them, as remote 
and extensive as they were, if the very ones who dis
covered, won and populated them did not guard and 
defend them, refraining the license and insolence of 
the conquered Indians, and of other dwellers, forcing 
them to accept and become accustomed to our laws 
and our Kings." 

The third and final reason was "the desire and ob
ligation of our glorious Kings of Spain to reward so 
many deserving and valorous captains, soldiers and 
men, who had served them in those conquests and 
settlements, spending in them lives and fortunes, with 
no compensation, and in imitation of the ancient Ro
mans who for many years fought in this manner for 
the republic." In this respect, he adds "that there is 
in-our Spain the example of so many and so 1llustrious 
ho.uses of great and titled lords, and other most noble 
gentlemen and ancient lordships, to whose descendants 
were given, most deservedly, the towns, places, goods, 
and rents which they enjoy today, simply for having 
helped to win them in the wars against the Moors." 

To sum up, Solorzano, as a jurist, defines the "en
comienda'.' in this manner: "a right, conceded by royal , 
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grant to the deserving· in the Indies, to receive and 
collect for the.mselves the tribute (taxes) of the In
dians 'encomended' to them, during their life and that 
of one heir, according to the law of succession, with 
the charge of looking after the spiritual and temporal 
welfare of the Indians, and of living in and defending 
the provinces where they be given this grant, and, 
in accepting all this, to make a special Oath and 
homage." 

The rights of. the grantee had many and important 
limitations: the tribute received could not exceed a 
certain moderate amount, except in very special cases, 
and then, this excess was charged with pensions for 
other beneficiaries ; the coll~ction was in the hands of 
special government officials and the payment in those 
of the Indian Chief of the district in question, etc., 
even though, in general, the tribute was replaced by 
some personal service rendered to the grantee, or was 
paid in agricultural products. 

And €ven though it may seem that we have said 
enough about this matter, it would be good to examine 
it more closely and in other of its aspects, because once 
this system of grants was adopted, the entire organi
zation of the nation had to be a result of this principle, 
as in 'effect it was. 

Lucas Alaman, in the third of his "Historical Lec
tures," using documents from the archives of Cortes, 
most of them unknown before then, shows us the pic
ture which follows: 

"Cortes, authorized in this manner to govern with
out the difficulties which he had encountered up till 
then because he lacked the title, gave expression to 
his enterprises and dedicated himself with :enthusiasm 
to the political organization of the nation. In this 
s~nse the question of distributions, or 'encomiendas' 
had come up, a question which results f:rom the very 
nature of conquests, and which is so proper to these, 
that in all of them that are recorded, in every place, 
ip one way or another, a similar method has been em
ployed. In one sense, Cortes was unwilling, ,as he him
self' tells Charles V in his thi:rd letter 'to force ·the 

26:~ 



naturals to serve the Spaniards in the manner of 
those in the· islands,' but, on the other hand, 'if this 
were not done, the· conquerors and settlers of these 
lands would be unable t0 support themselves.' To avoid 
both extremes, Cortes had proposed to the emperor, 
'That in order not to impose upon the Indians at that_ 
time, and in order to help 'the Spaniards,' it seemed .to 
him, 'that your Majesty should order that Spaniards 
be helped in their expenses and support, from the 
taxes which belong to Your Majesty here, and may 
Your Majesty order what should be done in this re
gard.' Cortes, pressed by necessity of definite action, 
decided in favor of the distributions, basing himself on 
the following motives: 'In view of the many and con
stant expenses of your Majesty, and considering the 
fact that we should rather try in all ways to increase 
your revenue, than to give occasion to spend it; in 
view also of the long time that we have spent in these 
wars, and of the obligations and debts in which we 
have all incurred because of them, and the time that 
would have elapsed before we knew what your Majes
ty would command; and, above all, the importunations · 
of your Majesty's officers and of all the Spaniards, 
which I could in no way ignore, I was almost forced 
to deposit the lords and naturals of these parts in the 
hands of the Spaniards, considering in this distribu
tion the ranks and the services which they had ren
dered to your Majesty in these parts, that, as long as 
you order nothing to the contrary, said lords and na
turals serve and give the Spaniard to whorri they be 
deposited what he may need for his support. And, 
according to the opinion of intelligent and experienced · 
persons, this was the best thing that could be done, or 
can be done, for the support of the Spaniards on the 
one hand, and the conservation and good treatment 
of the Indians on the other, as wl.ll explain to you in 
more detail the delegates that are on their way from 
New Spain: for your treasury and stock-houses were 
set apart the largest and most convenient ·province 
and cities.' But, to ~void the abuses· and the evils which . 
this system had brought about in the isla:nds,. Qort~es . 
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formulated the rE:gulation which we will examine 
presently, and in which, with extreme diligence and 
foresight, he tried to avoid them all." 

"The necessity of choosing between these two ex
tremes has been known in all times, and Cortes, ex
pressing himself in the manner in which we have seen 
in the letter to Charles V, did no more than to express 
the difficulty in which all conquerors have found 
themselves, deciding in favor of one or the other of 
the methods, or using both successively. The Romans, 
while their conquests were limited to the nations sur
rounding Rome, would deprive the vanquished of a 
part or the whole of their lands and cities to establish 
in them colonies, and the ancient inhabitants, reduced 
to serfdom, would till as slaves the lands which had 
belonged to them; and when the conquests stretched 
to very remote points, they preserved them with out
posts, distributing legions and detachments in them. 
TheN orthern nations that invaded the Roman Empire 
and established themselves in it, distributed among 
the conquerors the lands and their inhabitants, who 
remained destined to their cultivation, either as serfs, 
or with the obligation of giving the lord part of the 
products, and the feudal system was thus formed, un
der which the conquerors remained as permanently 
encamped in the conquered land, always armed and 
ready to come to g e t h e r at the first sign. In later 
times, when William the Conqueror took possession of 
England with his Normans, he divided the entire na
tion into baronies which he conferred on the more im
portant of his men, and these great lords, who depend
ed directly from the Crown, sold a great part of their 
lands to others who came to be called Knights-or vas
sals, who had the same obligations to their lord in 
times of war or peace as the former had· to the Mon
arch, and the few Englishmen who were not deprived 
of their lands considered themselves lucky to be re
ceived into this second-class of property owners, in 
which, under the protection of some Norman lord, 
they could pr-eserve, subject to these obligations;. the: 



lands which they had received free from their ances
tors. 

"Under the system of distributions adopted by Cor
tes, he did not have to make use of such bothersome 
measures. The Indians had never had · individual pro
perty: the lands which they cultivated either belonged 
to the King of the tribe and the tributes which they 
paid for their use were applied to the expenses of the 
Royal Indian House and public services, or they be
longed to the community, and were distributed among 
the neighbors of the place, whence comes the attach
ment they still have to this order of things. There was, 
then, no dispossession in the distribution which was 
made of the towns among the conquerors, for the lat
ter received no more than the tributes which the In
dians were used to paying, which tributes, as the law 
provided, were never to exceed those paid to their 
ancient monarchs. Nor was anything changed in their 
particular government, which remained in the hands 
of their lords and governors till the time of the inde
pendence. The personal service which had been so 
much misused in the islands and which had brought 
about their depopulation, was regulated as can be 
seen in the corresponding ordinance which is .publish
ed in the appendix: the manner of demanding this 
type of service was determined by it, as well as the 
time it should last, the food which had to be provided, 
and the remuneration that had to be paid. The number 
of hours of daily work is the same as that in use today 
in the "haciendas", where not only this part of the 
ordinance is still observed, but also what was ordered 
regarding the prayers and Christian instruction that 
were to precede the daily start of labor, and which has 
been substituted by the singing of the praises when 
the labor crew first gather to go out into the fields. 
Without doubt, it is very interesting to find that what 
was then ordered is still in practice. 

"This personal service was limited by subsequent 
laws to the cultivation of essential foodstuffs, and in 
the course of time, the disributions came to be limited 
exclusively to the tribute, and these were, in turn, in-
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· corporated to the Crown, and substituted by pensions 
from the public treasury equal to the products of 
them. The republic of Tlaxcala, in gratitude for the 
services it had lent to the conquest, was exempt from 
distributions. Often these were not only given to the 
Spaniards, but to some Indians as well. The daughters 
of Moctezuma had them in considerable amount, and 
his son, Don Pedro, was given, first Tacuba, and then 
Tula, with lands in this last place that his descendants 
still preserve, under the title of Counts of Moctezuma 
and of Tula, and was given also a rank in Spain's 
nobility that was afterwards conceded to them. And 
these grants were so attractive, that when they were 
incorporated into the Crown, they were compensated 
with an annual rent of 24,000 pesos, which their des
cendants have enjoyed to our days, as have also other 
branches of the same race and for similar reasons. The 
same was done in Peru with the descendants of the 
Incas to whom was given the title of Counts of Oro
pesa. History does not record many such examples of 
consideration towards a conquered people. 

"The mines gave rise to another form of personal 
service, and this was without doubt the most oppres
sive, as also that in public works which I will have oc
casion to examine in the course of this lecture". 

"As the principle motive behind the grants was that 
of providing the naturals of the land with religious· 
instruction, the furnishing of the means for this was 
one of obligations imposed and most recommended to 
the "encomenderos," as is seen from the ordinances. 
One of the means which were considered most effi
cacious in this respect was the gathering in the towns 
of the sons of the principals of the :r,egion, so that they 
might be better instructed at the side of the priests and 
missionaries, and as those children were made to parti
cipate in all religious ceremonies, which were then 
very frequent, to accustom them to said ceremonies, 
such practice gave rise the modern one of having 
children dressed as Indians to take part in the proces
sions, in imitation of what ·was formerly a reality. 
This is an example of how the study of history lends 
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interest to the practices which today seem indifferent, 
finding in them things which have passed away and 
are forgotten. 

·"The interest which Cortes. took -in the propagation 
of all of Spain's useful plants, made him impose on the 
encomenderos the obligation of planting vines and all 
those seeds which were unknown before the conquest, 
and this under the threat of serious penalties. The 
introduction of the plants and animals of Europe and 
Asia will be the subject of another lecture, as also the 
introduction ·of new arts. I therefore only mention it 
here, since it is included in the first ordinance. 

"Another point that was had in mind was the per
manent settlement of the land by Spaniards. Cortes 
knew, through the experience in the islands, of the · 
evils of a transient population, and this experience of 
the evils there, was useful in avoiding them in New 
Spain, all of which was the object of these ordinances. 
With this end in view, the encomenderos were given 
a year to bring their wives, if married, or were forced 
to get married if they were not already S'O. Father 

· Cavo considers it a mistake to have tried to bring 
Spanish women for these marriages, for it would have 
been more advantageous to better . the. relations and 
unite the interests of the conquerors ·and of the con
quered through marriages with the women of the 
land". 

But, despite the fact tha.t the Indian towns or repub-
. lies kept their peculiar organization during the three 
centuries of the colony, governed by their own lords 
and chiefs according to their ~ncient customs; and 
despite the laws intended to protect the liberty and 
welfare of the Indians, it ·was impossible to prevent 
certain abuses which generalized themselves, some-

, times through connivance between the ·"encomendero" 
and the Indian lord, sometimes because of the influ-
ence which the former enjoyed. .. 

To give an idea of the nature of some of such abuses, 
it would be good to transcribe some of tlie ordinances 
that are found among the "Joint Rulings" (Autos 

:Acordados), thus ·named because they were. issued by 
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the Viceroy in agreement with the "Audience" (high
est court) of Mexico. Some of them follow: 

"That no person, with the pretext of defending the 
Indians or of helping them to sell the supplies which 
they bring to this city, may approach them saying that 
they will be their defender, advocate, or guide in the 
litigations for which they come, or that they will help 
them sell promptly and with a gain in price the sup
plies which they bring, thus misleading those that 
come and depriving them of their money, all under 
the penalties imposed by the Government and ordered 
by his Excellency". 

"That no Spaniard, mulatto, negro or mestizo inay 
stop the Indians that pass through the streets, and 
take them with violence into their houses to clean and 
sweep these, nor their stables and mounts, nor force 
them to serve in other tasks, under the penalty of be
ing severely punished". 

"That the Chapter of the Royal Act of His Majesty 
given at Valladolid on November 4, 1601, which deals 
with the services and loading of the Indians their 
treatment .and protection, as referred to in Summary 
39 of the Seventh Title, be observed. And because of 
the lack of observance of this decree, wishing to 
remedy this fault: I order and command that apart 
from the penalties called for in that Chapter of the 
Royal Act, which transgressors inc.ur, all the justices 
in New Spain and the districts under:- her Government, 
wherever and however they find Indians loaded with 
any sort of load, merchandise, fowl, fruits or other 
things, however light they be, immediately causse 
them to be unloaded and send them to their towns ... " 

However, in other of the "Joint Rulipgs" we find 
provisions that give us an idea of certain practices 
which necessarily degenerated into abus.eE? that were 
difficult to correct. An example of this is the one that 
follows: "That the Indians that flee from the hacien
das, owing the owners what the latter had given to 
them, or wha:t they had paid as tribute in their name, 
be compelled by the justices (once the amount has 
been justly ascertained) to pay in money or in serv-
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ices, as long as these do not go over four months; and 
that, moreover, they ask of the justices what was more 
convenient to them". This is the origin of "peonismo", 
(a sort of serfdom) in Mexico. 

Meanwhile, the exemplary Catholic Missionaries, 
fighting against the lack of cultu're in the Indian and 
against the insubordination of the Spaniard, were 
teaching their wise doctrine· and variously relieving 
the miserable condition· of the aboriginals. 

The . small industries ·· survive during t,he colonial 
period with the same characteristics of a family in
dustry. The .techniques and the tools .brought ·by th~ 
Spaniard came to better these primitive industries. 

Thanks to the missionaries, to the Spanish Fathers, 
new industries were established, intended directly to 
better the economic situation of the Indian. Even to
day, the admirable trace of this work remains. 

It was during the three hundred years of Spanish 
domination that the workers of the cities organized in 
guilds, excellent profession a 1 organizations and 
brotherhoods that were most useful in the elevation 
of the Indian, raising his level of culture and protect
ing him as an organized laborer. 

The guilds took in but few people, since industry 
in the colonial period was little developed, except the 
mining industry. New Spain was rather an agricul
tural and mining country, and in these fields the work 
er, in general, formed no guilds. 

The salary of the peasant was very low, hardly 
enough to satisfy his bare necessities. Work lasted 
from sunrise till an hour before sunset, interrupted 
at midday for an hour, to eat and rest. 

From a legal point of view, the Indian worker, dur
ing the time of, the Viceroys, was well protected. Each 
guild had its ordinances, with rights and duties to-
wards the workers. , 

A great problem arose after the conquest: the con
quering Spaniards had their laws, result of a long 
juridical tradition, and the conquered people had a 
rudimentary legal order, a result of their social condi
tions. The Spanish Kings respected the legal customs 
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of the aboriginal people as also their good and just 
habits, trying, at any cost, to have them, at the same 
time, accept the Catholic religion. The Christianizing 
of the Indians necessarily modified their own institu
tions. Their primitive organization, moreover, was af
fected by the system of distributions and grants, and 
the conquerors managed, rapidly enough, ·the total 
submission of the Indian people. Then came the new 
laws enacted by the Spanish Kings. 

These Kings legislated for their new possessions by 
issuing the so called "cedulas": independent enact
ments which they issued from time to time as neces
sity arose, and through which they organized the ad
ministration of their new domains. These enactments, 
which protected the interests of the Spanish Crown, 
were specially intended for the protection of the In
dian population. 

When the discoveries and the conquest acquired jm
portance, the Kings created the Royal Council of the 
Indies, made up of men eminent in science and in vir
tue, who studied and proposed to the Monarch the en
actments which he should issue. For Spain was then 
governed by Councils: that of Castille, that of Fland
ers, etc. 

The royal enactments were gathered by order of the 
Monarch, and on May 28, 1680 the "Recopilacion de 

. las Leyes de Indias" was finished (after more than 
160 years of Spanish domination). These laws, whose 
modification was attempted later on, remained in 
force in America in the form of their first codifica
tion. 

This is a Code which includes all the branches of 
Law. It is made up of nine books with -118 titles and 
6,447 laws . . It deals with the Organization of_ the 
Catholic Church in the Indies, with Administrative 
Law, with Judicial Organization, Civil Law, Penal, 
Military, Maritime, Mercantile, Mining, Commercial, 
Fiscal, etc. 

Whatever defects the "Laws of the Indies" might 
have had, what we are interested in knowing is their 
spirit. The eminent indigenist, Lucio Mendieta . y 
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Nunez, Professor at the University of Mexico, in his 
work "Las Poblaciones indigenas ante el derecho ac
tual" (1935) tells us "the spirit of the same (the laws 
of the Indies) was, and still is, the object of great 
praise; together with certain criticizable precepts, it 
contains others so elevated, equitable, and just, that 
only in our days are they being realized as great con
quests of humanity". 

In dictating these laws, the Kings of Spain took in
to account principally the following factors: "the mis
sion of evangelization entrusted to them by Alexander 
VI, the material interests o~ the Crown, the material 
interests of the conquerors and settlers, and the piety 
and culture of the missionaries. Despite such opposing 
influences, the dominant spirit in the Law of Indies 
results in a constant tendency to favor and defend the 
Indian population." 

The Laws of Indies constitute the greatest triumph 
of the sacrificing and exemplary Catholic mission
aries, who always defended the Indian and made 
numberless trips to Spain imploring justice for him. 
"The Laws of the I.ndies constitute the most ancient 
social code· in America, and it is not venturesome to 
say that in many points it is as advanced as the mod
ern legislation of the most cultured countries in the 
world, and even more so." 

In agrarian matters, it has provisions which tend 
to bring about the distribution of the land on a just 
basis, and to assure the Indian population of the neces
sary means for their support. 

This legislation contains such wise and elevated pre
cepts in labor matters, thp.t they have scarcely been 
equaled in modern legislation. Indian labor, according 
to these laws, must receive a minimum wage, suffici
ent to cover their needs. If he lends his services in ar
quitectonic works, the maximum working day will be 
eight hours long; . he will rest on Sundays and holidays, 
even though the employers have permission to the 
contrary; he will receive his salary in cash, under 

(1) His toria del Derecho Mexicano.-Lic. J. Pallares.-1904. 
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penalty, for the employer, of losing what is paid in 
another way, and of being fined; he will be taken care 
of and paid by the employer during his sickness; he 
will receive compensation in case of a labor accident, 
in case of death, and in case of an unjustified dis
charge. 

"In the monumental legislation of the Indies" (1) 
"child labor is regulated, as also the contracts of ap
prenticeship. The principle aspects of labor were, 
then, taken care of". 

If the Laws of the Indies had been strictly observed, 
at least in their agrarian provisions and in those 
which they contained on the question of labor, the 
aboriginal towns would be flourishing today; but 
much of the Indian population was in such lamentable 
social conditions that it was incapable of enforcing 
the rights in their favor. We all see clearly ·how in 
these· conditions the employers did not govern them
selves by the above quoted legal precepts, and that 
the authorities were slow in forcing them to comply 
with them . . 

In reality, despite the excellent provisions of the 
Laws of the Indies, the conditions of the Indian work
er during the colonial period were not enviable. 

The working day was often from twelve to fourteen 
hours, and the salary was low, except in the mines, 
for here, according to Gamboa (Commentary on the 
Mining Ordinances) wages were higher than those 
customary in Europe. But the co~t of staple necessities 
was extremely low. 

In the colonial period, agricultural organization be
gan in the form of large "haciendas" and in that of 
"tiendas de ray a" or "pay stores". These stores were 
true commercial establishments owned by the "haci
enda" where credit was given to the worker and where 
he left his entire salary and fell so. much in debt, that 
later on he worked exclusively to pay the debt and 
rarely saw a coin in his hands. 

Conclusions: The conditions of the Indian worker in 

(l) La Economia del Indio. 
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the three hundred years of the colonial period became 
greatly better in respect to the manner of performing 
the work, which became easier and more productive 
through the use of beasts, instruments, tools, and 
techniques till then unknown in America. The intro
duction of the hoe and beasts of labor into America 
greatly lightened the burden of the peasants. 

As to the retribution of labor and the social condi-
, tion of the worker, if it is true that slavery and human 

sacrifices disappeared, and that hospitals and schools 
were created, still the Indian prospered but slowly, 
During the colonial period, there were especially the 
missionaries who, through their example and virtues, 
taught the Indian to work and to be better, but the 
Indians continued to be exploited by their own chiefs, 
as well as by the privileged g r o up s of Spaniards, 
"criollos", and a certain number of "mestizos", for 
which reason, the Indian worker, the great majority, 
continued in economic slavery. 

Thanks to the influence of the Catholic Church and 
to the action of studious and dedicated men, it was 
possible to implant the Ordinances of the Guilds, that 
defended the Indian from abuse and exploitations; 
but his ignorance and traditional submission kept him 
from using them efficiently for his benefit. 

Another element: Despite the errors that were 
committed in the three centuries of the colony, Mexico 
must recognize that the period was th-e most brilliant 
in its history, and that during that time it managed 
to take first place among ·the nations of America. The 
first University, the first printing shop in the New 
World, the first schools and, hospitals for 'Indians, were 
established in Mexico. The · great engineering works: 
churches, aqueducts, hospitals, schools, buildings, 
bridges, docks, mines, etc. are due to the c r e at i v e 
talent of the great men of the Colony: Art, industry, 

' music, ·poetry reached truly noteworthy development. 

But the greatest and most constant task of true 
cOnquest was the Evangelization, which w:as not ef
fected ·with money, nor with arm.s, nor through poli-
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tics, nor with great banking institutions, but rather 
through the sacrifice, the humility, the science, and 
the sanctity of the great army of Catholic missionar
ies, first Spaniards, and later on "Criollos" and ''mesti
zos". For this. reason, in ·every town in Mexico, the 
Church is the center of its life; from her spring the 
tradition, the initiative, the education, the under
standing, and the defense of our peasant masses. 

The Colony has left the trace of the abnegated mis
sionaries that shared their very life with the unhappy 
Mexican In,dians, to such an extent that there is not 

Ceremony of unveiling the image of Our Lady of Guadalupe, 
patroness . of Mexico, at her shrine in Mexico City. · The image was 

· miraculousy .. ·formed on· ·the -doak of Juan Die<3'o . on · December 
12, 1531. 

38 



a piece of our territory that does not offer testimony 
to their genial constructive work. 

The Laws of the Indies had a paternal character be
cause they were inspired by the missionaries. If these 
laws had been observed in all their parts, the redemp
tion of the Indian would have been accomplished. In 
the midst of what there was of evil in the Colony, the 
gigantic missionary work shines with perpetual 
brightness. 

Tl)e Indians gathered around the Catholic Church 
because only she understood them. The miraculous ap
parition of Our Lady of Guadalupe to the Indian Juan 
Diego, in the Mount of Tepeyac, Her miraculous 
image that is still intact today, after four centuries, 
came to be the crucible in which the heterogeneous 
races that lived in Mexico were fused, and on Decem
ber 12, 1531, a past of shadows and of pain was con
verted into a future of hope and of greatness. The 
Virgin Mary came to forge the Mexican nation. 

She was the Center of the Colony, and to Her, with
out distinction of classes, goes · the entire population 
in their troubles, in their pains, and in their joys. She 
is the soul of its nationality. 

Con<;lusion: The · Catholic religion was the soul of 
the colonial period, the only tie .capable of amalgama
ting Indians, "criollos", "mestizos", and Europeans, 
the refuge C\nd consolation of those exploited by the 
powerful, the center of initiative in the accomplishing 
of the works which we admire today, the only tie, ne
cessarily spiritual, that came to give unity to the 
Mexican nation. 



III Period of Independence. 

Independence having been won· from Spain in 1821, 
Spanish-American Mexico found itself ethnically con
stituted by "criollos" or whites, "mestizos" and Indi
ans. Accurate statistics are not available in this re
spect. We can, however, classify the regions of the 
Republic in two groups: the first, formed by those in 
which the white and "mestizo" population of Euro
pean culture dominated without a doubt, and the 
second, formed by those in which the Indian popula
tion was predominant. The first group, according to 
Mendieta y Nunez, is formed by the states of Aguas
calientes, Baja California, Coahuila, Chihuahua, Dis
trito Federal, Durango, Guanajuato, Jalisco, Nuevo 
Leon, Queretaro, Sinaloa, Tabasco, Tamaulipas and 
Zacatecas. The second group is formed by the states 
of Campeche, Colima, Guerrero, Hidalgo, Mexico, 
Michoacan, Morelos, Nayarit, Oaxaca, Puebla, Quin
tana Roo, San Luis Potosi, Tlaxcala, Veracruz and Yu
catan. 

The population in eac,h of these groups, according 
to the latest census, can be distributed as follows: 

Year First Group. Second Group. 
1900 5,821,868 7, 785,391 
1910 6,548,625 8,611,744 
1921 6,301,452 7,949,526 
1930 7,414,906 9,111,926 

The conclusion to which the above mentioned author 
arrives in his work "Las poblaciones indigenas de 
America ante el derecho actual" is this: "The popula
tion of the States of the Republic where the Indians 
predominated constitutes more than 50 %-of the entire 
population of Mexico." Of the other Latin-American 
nations, according to a table published by the Direc
tion of Statistics of the Mexican Republic, only two 
have a higher percentage of Indians: Guatemala has 
64.84 % and Bolivia has 54.50 %. 

The Indian and the mestizo similar to him offer, 
in general, characteristics of undoubted inferiority 
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in comparison with the population of European cul
ture. 

The Mexican class that is known under the name 
of "campesinos", that is peasants, is enormous in com
parison with that of other nations, and this makes the 
problem much more serious. The persons dedicated to 
agriculture in Mexico constitute, according to offi
cial figures, 69.8 o of our population, while in the 
United States this same group makes up only 23 %, in 
Canada 31.2 CX , in Argentina 30 %, and in Brazil 
64.4 o/c . 

With independence came a desire in Mexico to re
form its legislation. But in the enactment of its new 
laws, instead of keeping in mind the heterogeneous 
character of its population, m~de up, as in colonial 
times, of people of different races and different cul
tures, the equality of said population was utopically 
taken for granted by the law and codes inspired by 
foreign legislators were adopted. As these codes came 
into force, the "Laws of the Indies" began to disap
pear; they were thus replaced by a norm, which held 
that the indigenous population and Mexjcans of mod
ern culture· were identical and needed not the Laws of 
the Indies. This radical change can be explained in its 
origin as a violent reaction against Spanish domina
tion, and as a result of the influence of the United 
State_s Government, which desired to have the Latin
American countries copy its constitution to the letter, 
not understanding .that it was incompatible with their 
indigenous traditions. The failure of this legislation 
in Spanish-American countries is today clearly demon
strated. It is true that the "Laws of the Indies" were 
not observed as they should have been, and "to that 
lack of compliance with social and economic norms of 
such elevated spirit is to be attributed the condition 
of the Indian" when independence was won. After 
more than 100 years of having won it as a written de
claration, we can conclude that today's laws have not 
only not created the full human and juridical person
ality of the peasant, but rather have contributed 
powerfully to his spiritual and economic ruin. Mexican 
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legislation after Independence is inspired by American 
federalism, by the French declaration of the rights of 
man, and by the Napoleonic Code; and, for that rea
son it is incomprehensible to a people with traditions 
so different. To the present, nothing has been gained 
in favor of the Mexican peasant classes, that survive 
despite their lamentable poverty thanks to their in
credible resistance to suffering, and thanks to their 
high birth rate, which manages to be even greater 
than the tremendous child mortality that exhausts 
them. . 

When Mexico became independent, social inequali
ties and titles of nobility disappeared in theory; but 
the economic o:r:ganization of property persisted, not 
in the best, but in the worst form known during coloni
al times. Large properties and serfdom are th_e ex
tremes in this organization. Communal property of 
the towns we a k en s and slowly degenerates. The 
condition of the wage earner in the fields is worse 
than it was during the time of the Viceroys,-a mea
ger -salary, scarcely sufficient for the support of ma
terial life in ~he most precarious form, and long work
ing days.-

Industry takes a different aspect, for a part of the 
workers go to the factory and bring about the forma
tion of the working class, as a new social group. 

Labor can be divided into four classes of workers: 
(1) farmers who cultivate their own small_ property; 
(2) workers in small family industries; (3) "peones"
or farm wage earners, and ( 4) factory workers. To
day, we would have to add a (5) fifth. class, formed 
by the "ejidatarios" (land-users). 

Of the peasants, the Indians were confined to cer
tain regions of the country, with poor communications 
and difficult of cultivation. Each of these regions 
recognizes some city, or certain nucleus of popula
tion, as the center of their activity, and these come ·to 
be interior ports of their products. 

If one wanted to make a tru~ economic study of 
Mexico, . one should begin by determining th~se. eco

_.:r~oi]]._ic . zon~.s _with precislon, .as ·well. as their_points of 

_42 



concentration, interchange, and trade. It would be 
necessary to determine the quality and economic po
tentiality of each one of these regions: and upon the 
exact knowledge of all these circumstances could be 
based the development of a firm economic policy, 
tending towards the real independence of the Indian 
peasant, and towards the invigorating of national 
economy. The handicap of the Indian peasants is that 
their geographical isolation and their misery force 
them to be self-sufficient; their industries are, in 
reality, primitive arts carried on for subsistence. The 
Indian is, above all, .a farmer, but he is also a crafts
man, fisher and hunter. 

The Indian peasant devotes himself with preference 
to the cultivation of corn, which is the basis of his 
nourishment. And the lands which he could use for 
more profitahle crops, he has dedicated, for over 400 
years, to the cultivation of corn only, because this, to 
him, is life itself. They also do some fishing, hunting, 
and cattle raising. Their rudimentary industries pro
duce: articles of "ixtle" (a variety of hemp), pottery, 
articles of woven palm, and of woven wool. 

Certain facts could .be taken from the unedited 
"Ethnographic Tables" of Alberto N. Chavez, cor
rected and augumented by the Department of Indian 
affairs. As an example, we will mention a few of the 
many Indian r a c e s that populate Mexico; they are 
all devoted to agriculture with preference, and, on 
the -side, work some small industry. 

1. Aztec Race-'rheir economic zones are made up 
of parts of the States of Sinaloa, J alisco, San Luis 
Potosi, Durango, Colima, Veracruz, Hidalgo·, Oaxaca, 
Chiapas and Tabasco. They occupy the greater part 
of Guerrero, Tlaxcala, Morelos and Puebla. They de
vote themselves with preference to agriculture, and 
have the following small industries: pottery, woolen 
blankets, polished canes, "petates," sacs, and fireworks. 
They manufacture two alcoholic drinks: "pulque" and 
"mezcal." 

2. Chichimeca Race-Their economic zone is limited 
to San Luis d~ la Pazi:p the Sta.te_ of Guanajuato .... Th.ey 
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engage themselves in farming and the manufacture 
of woolen blankets, cords, ropes, sacs and "ixtle" 
mantles. 

3. Huasteca Race-Their economic zone covers the 
northern part of the State of Veracruz, the eastern 
part of San Luis Potosi, and a small portion of Ta
maulipas bordering on the Gulf of Mexico. They devote 
themselves to agriculture, fruits, production of "pi
loncillo" (brown sugar in small cones) and the puri
fication of beeswax. 

4. Maya Race-Their economic zone is limited to 
the south of the Yaqui River, in the lower part of the 
Maya Valley, in the State of Sonora. They work in 
agriculture, and the manufacture of palm-hats, 
brooms, baskets, woven wool, tanning, honey, pottery 
"ixtle" artefacts, and the extraction of indigo. 

5. Otomi Race-They occupy a large geographic 
zone made up by the following States: part of Guana
juato, part of Hidalgo, part of Mexico, part of San 
Luis Potosi, part of Puebla, and part of Michoacan. 
They work in agriculture and the manufacture of 
"pulque," of charcoal, of "ixtle," cotton, and woolen 
fabrics. 

We come, then, to the same conclusion once more: 
agriculture and small rudimentary family industries 
constitute the usual occupation of the Mexican peas
ant. All those industries that did not come under the 
i:qftuence of the Spaniards, have remained almost in 
the same conditions in which they were before the 
conquest. And if there is no external force to organize 
these agricultural and industrial labors and to re
vitalize them, they will remain for centuries in the 
same backward condition in which they are today. 

One reason that has kept the industries of the 
peasant village from progressing, is thq,t the articles 
which they produce have no demand in the domestic 
and foreign markets. In the markets of the indigenous 
economic zones, they are already sufficient for the 
simple needs of the inhabitants and for their ancient 
rural habits. In the international market, they are 
considered as "typical" articles, useless and simple 
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curiosities. In general, the Indian and the "criollo" 
do not come together to work in their industry, and 
rarely organize workshops. 

In the Indian home, the women, the children, and 
the old people are the ones that devote themselves to' 
their typical industries, and the men take care of 
the farming. When they have finished a certain num
ber of articles, they send them to commercial towns 
where the "acaparadores," those who corner the 
market in· any particular product, who are generally 
criollo·s, mestizos, or foreigners, buy them at a small 
price. In the days of "tianguis" (market) they all come 
together, and after bargaining away their products 
(agricultural or industrial), they buy the articles 
which they need to return to their homes, and visit 
the Church to pray and leave their donation. Generally 
they make long and hard journeys, driving their 
mules or donkeys before them, and return with a 
few cents and a small amount of merchandise. The 
"acaparador" gathers the small amounts bought from 

, the small scale producers, and when he has secured 
a complete carload, sends the products to the large 
cities. But he has paid a very unjust price for these, 
taking advantage of the abundance of the day of 
"tianguis," of the ignorance of the Indian, and of his 
need. The Indian, before startiiJ.g back, often gets 
drunk with his friends, and returns to his village to 
his life of work and misery. On the other hanq, the 
"acaparador" in the course of the years, has formed 
large fortunes. 

The position of the "acaparador" is enviable from 
the point of view of his labor relations, for, without 
organizing any industry, without incurring any risk, 
without any responsibility, without bothering to di
rect the workers, he can gather in his hands an abun
dant commercial production. 
As the large properties, in conformance with the 

new agrarian laws, are being distributed, the rural 
laborer becomes an "ejidatario." The establishment 
of a few factories, and the organization of agricultural 
works in certain regions of the country, has brought. 
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about ne\~:- transformations. The peasant is often con
ve:rted into a worker, something that implies great 
social and moral dangers. 

Conclusion: The economically active Indi~n popu
lation can be classified today into three groups: 

a) Farmers, peasants on · their own land or on the 
ejido and workers in small family industries, under 
the economic domination of the "acaparadores." 

b) Peons in a "ranch" or "hacienda," or in private 
rural properties, who work for a salary, and whose 
life is insecure for many reasons; and 

c) Workers in industries where they receive a wage, 
united in syndicates whose tendency is more political 
than social. 
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IV. The present period 
The misery of the peasant masses 

70 o/c of the Mexican population works in the fields. 
We can imagine this great mass of men that live in 
misery, at the side of those that live in the cities en
gaged in industry, commerce, or their professions, 
enjoying a relatively better economic position. It is 
an impressive contrast, which we will present further 
on. 

The Indian peasant, as we have demonstrated in 
the foregoing pages,was subject to slavery and the 
most un.bridled exploitation in the pre-colonial pertod, 
the victim of his own chiefs and of Indian organiza
tion. The Indians and the mestizos were exploited in 
like manner by those Spaniards who did not observe 
the wise and Christian "Laws of the Indies." The In
dian peasant, the criollo, and the mestizo in the 132 
years of Mexican independence continue to be the 
victims of an absolutely inadequate social organiza
tion in the ha·nds of exploiters, men who profess_liberal 
theories, without a consci~nce and without scruples, 
and of avid politicians and communist and revolution-

, ary leaders, who profit in the most criminal manner 
from the misery of the peasant. The Mexican people 
of today, lives, in general, in the most despairing 
misery, and seems unable to find a way out of it; the 
majority or nearly 14 million are farmers. 

In a few words, we will attempt to describe the eco
nomic condition under which, for many reasons, the 
land workers live today, when most of the country
side is dominated by the socialistic ejidal system. The 
worker in the small family industry, the peasant, and 
the wage earner find themselves in different economic , 
conditions; but, in general, they earn scarcely enough 
to satisfy. their bare necessities, and they live, thanks 
to the fact that even these necess,ities are reduced to 
a minimum. 

Every Indian town is a picture of Mexican social 
organization. In each town there is a small group of 
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peasants that possess larger and better pieces o£ land. 
Generally (not always) these are the most perverse 
individuals in the region. They are the politicians, 
the intriguers, those who occupy public offices, those 
who possess arms, those to whom the "Banco Ejiidal'' 
(property of the Federal Government) furnish.es 
credit. Men in this class form the agrarian units or the 
peasant syndicates, the communist groups and the 
members of the official political party (P. R. M. ). 
Next in the community comes a certain group of per
.sons that possess very small extensions of land, scarce
ly eno'ugh to support them in an "acceptable" poverty.; 
finally we find the great mass that is the victim of 
the exploiters, they possess a hut, and a small lot 
that is not sufficient to support a family in any de
cency much less comfort. 

In almost all towns we now find the "ejidatario," 
(We will give a more complete· explanation in the 
next chapter). At the best, he receives four hectares 
(about 10 acres) of land; but he often receives one 
hectare and this is so little that we cannot imagine 
the mi~ery in which he lives. He miraculously does 
not starve. To prove what we say, we copy the follow
ing figures from the official publication (1) which 
give us an idea of the surface area which the "ejida
tario" has for cultivation: 

Parcels larger than 10 hectares - - - --- - - - -- ~ -- 9% 
Parcels from 4 to 10 hectares ___ ____ _____ __ ______ 30 % 
Parcels from 1 to 4 hectares _______ __ ____ ___ __ __ 45 % 
Parcels less than 1 hectare ___ _______ __ __ ___ _____ __ 16 o/c 

In general, the peasants that have parcels in an 
"ejido," excluding that small group of privileged in
dividuals in the ejido that is called "comisariado eji
dal," according to the conclusions expressed in the 
"Analisis econ6mico nacional 1934-1940" of the Con
federation of National Chambers of Commerce and 

(1) La Reforma Agraria de Mexico.-DAPP.-1937. 

(The DAPP is the "Departamento Aut6nomo de Publicidaq y 

Propaganda" created by President Cardenas) . 
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Industry, "earn approximately $0.50 (Mexican Cy. or 
about lOc U. S. Cy.) a day per family head." This is . 
an amount that permits a family to eat only what is 
necessary to avoid starvation within a short time. 

The small popular industry of the family type is 
generally a complement and not the basis of the 
peasant economy, in view of the fact that he is pri
marily a farmer, but such small industry does make 
his misery a lot more bearable. Only in certain regions 
of the country is the "typical" industry the basis of 
family economy. 

To s~mmarize, with the exception of the peasap.t 
that works in a factory, the peasant family head. 
counts with only the indispensable for his bare vital 
necessities. It is true that there are regions in which 
the peasant or the ejidatario lives slightly better, but 
on the other hand, there are others (as the Valley of 
Mezquital, H:go. ) where the extreme lack of culture 
and other circumstances determine his constant 
misery, despite the fact that his needs are so reduced. 
Be spends but a few cents to eat, to dress, to travel, 
and the rest, to get drunk. 

The amount th.at an Indian peasant spends on his 
nourish1nent and on his dress is a sure index of his 
economic condition. The food ration of the Mexican 
Indian would be insufficient to sustain the life of a 
member of another race. By nature, the Indian of 
Mexico is strong and resistent. Tl}.e dress he uses is 
so simple that the amount he spends on it is a mini
mum, and his misery goes well in uniformity with it. 
The Indian family, in all certainty, has no more than 
two changes of clothes. · 

The Indian in the fields need not spend anything for 
housing. ·Every family .possesses a yard and a hut, in 
general without any comfort. 

The admirable, the marvelous, which astonishes the 
entire world, is the fact that the only true tie of na
tional unity is the religion of these people. All that 
they do not do for themselves, they dedicate to their 
Church, and often we find a magnificent temple, per
haps built with one hundred years of work and sacri-
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fice, surrounded by a miserable population. Their as
piration is to have God's House as decent and as adorn
ed as possible: it makes no difference whether their 
own home lacks the indispensable. It is a manifesta
tion of their grandiose faith, and .of how indifferent 
they are to their own economic welfare. 

Mr. Mendieta y Nunez concludes: "To sum up, $0.25 
(Mex. Cy) daily for food, and $10.00 (Mex. Cy) a year 
for clothes: that is the economic limit under which 
they cannot go. "The Indian often works only for what 
is absoll..ltely necessary to earn his food, his intoxicat
ing drinks, and his clothes; when he has enough for all 
of" these, his effort ceases, and he passes the hours 
away idly." "The Indian, in general, is not attached to 
money, nor has he ambition to earn or possess it." This 
is due to a natural lack of iniative but also to his re
peated disappointments in trying to better his condi-
tion. .. 

The Indian almost never saves, for when a year of 
bad crops comes around, he either sells part of his 
live-stock, or unburies a few coins that he had saved, 
or emigrates temporarily. · 

Misery has forced the Indian to adjust his existence 
within certain meager economic limits, and has kept 
him in them for centuries, impressing them indelibly . 
on his very being. 

To Save Mexico it is Imperative that the Standard of Living 
Among the Peasants be Improved 

The economy of the peasant is limited by his culture. 
And it is precisely this limitation on the Indian's' 
economy that makes the problem of elevating his cul
ture so extraordinarily important. 

Some people state that the Indian and the mestizo 
live such a happy life in their villages, that they con
sider it better to keep that mass of Mexicans in the 
condi-tion in which they are, separated economically 
and culturally from the rest of the nation, without 
disturbing their life; letting them spffer and. enjoy 
themselves .in their own way. But it is not possible to 
agree with that view. Those Mexicans have a soul to 
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save and a family to support, and even though neither 
the chiefs of pre-colonial times, nor the Colony 
(though she was the one who did the most), nor the 
Independence, nor the Revolution, have been capable 
of incorporating them into the culture and economy 
of the nation., present circumstances impose upon the 
Mexico of today the necessity of incorporating these 
Indian, and mestizo peasants and pe'ons into a Chris
tian civilization. These groups of peasants constitute 
an obstacle and a danger . to Mexico, which has pre
vented the -formation ·of a strong Nation in which the 
people can live a true Christian democracy. The lack 
of ambition and of culture, and the misery of these 
peasant masses, is what favors all sorts of political 
agitation, by communists or fascists, not because the 
peasant understands or feels a tendency towards those 
ideals or towards those men, but rather he is driven on 
by his miserable circumstances. 

Mexico has the strict obligation of creating internal 
conditions of peace and of work that will make pos
sible the undertaking of a program that will manage, 
in the course of time, to incorporate all Mexicans into 
the national life. 

The transformation of Indian economy is/ impera
tive, not only from the point of view of its advantage 
to the Indian, but also for motives of national interest. 
The war has come to point uut this necessity, and to 
urge its solution. It is necessary for the peasant to 
elevate his standard of life, to better his production 
for his own good and for the good of society, and to 
manage, though keeping his tradition, to create better 
cultural, material, moral and religious conditions for 
himself, for his family, and for his Country. 

Despite· the complexity of the Mexican pea$ant 
problem, we venture to point out' the directions in 
which the solution is to 'be, found: 

a. The organization of the peasant outside of the 
political influence of the State, and of the "politicians" 
and "le·aders." 

b. The strengthening of those traditions that are the 
anly tie of national unity: Country, Religion and In-
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dependence: ideals. that are capable of furnishing the 
stimulus for the accomplishment of the· following 
points: 

c. Cultural and technical measures. 
d. Legal measures doing away with any totalitarian 

concept, (whether communist or nazis), and stimulat
ing all constructive action of "traditional and pater
nal" character. 

e. Economic measures. 

The Problem Created by the Revolution through the 
Dis,tribution of the· Lands to the Peasants. 

We will try to briefly state the condition (not as a 
technical study) in which the Mexican peasants find 
themselves as a consequence of the Revolution's distri
bution of the _land. We will deliberately select quota
tions from revolutionary, socialist and communist 
authors; at no time will we make use of documents 
presented by "reactionaries" or "Catholics," for we 
wish to present the results obtained as described by 
the very champions of the Mexican agrarian program. 
The liberal fanaticism of 1857 created a great agrar
ian problem. After the unwise destruction of the tute
lar institutions created by Spanish laws for the pro
tection of the rights and interests of the Mexican rural 
population, the - problems of land, of irrigation, of 
credit, of industry, of interchange of farm products 
in a nation whose population grew and grew, became 
much more acute. The ownership of the land came to 
be concentrated, little by little, in the hands of a few, 
while the peasant masses were kept in misery and in 
serfdom, creating thus a social problem in need of 
urgE?nt solution. 

A voice was raised in 1910 to organize an armed 
movement that had Francisco I. Madero as its Chief. 
Today we are told that the moving force behind the 
Mexican Revolution was the distribution of land, the 
idea of assuring to each Mexican the possession of a 
piece of national territory. 

However, for many reasons, the newborn Revolu-

52 



tion did not clearly define its object. The people, op
pressed, ignorant, and in misery, listened to the voice 
of a guide, and iri the desire to satisfy undefined ne
cessities, followed the man who, without him s e I f 
knowing exactly what he wanted, offered happiness to 
the people. The Revolution incited the people; the 
masses rose up in arm.s, and in a short time placed 
Madero in power. In the June 28, 1912, issue of the 
newspaper "El Imparcial" is published a letter which 
President Madero addresses to the editor, asking him 
to correct ~n editorial which said: "Among the prom
ises of the Revolution was found the distribution .of 
the lands to the proletariat, as well as the offer to 
parcel the large properties that remained in the hands 
of a few privileged ones to the damage of the needy . 
classes." Madero adds: "I wish to correct this sort of 
nonsense once and for all. I have always advocated the 
creation of small property; but that does not mean 
that any landowner is to be dispossessed of his land. 
And moreover, the agrarian policy of the government 
is well known, as also the plans it has for tl;le creation 
of small property .... It is one thing to create small 
property through constant efforts., and quite another 
to distribute large properties, the latter I have never 

--··---w··-... -·----·-·- ~--· --.. ---• ·---•-'j 
l 

A peasant's home, not the best, · but surely not the wo1·st. There 
are thousands of these windowless, adobe, sometimes partly reck, 
one or two 1·oom hovels that house a Mexican peasant family. 
Synarchism wants better, more sanitary homes for the peons and 
peasants. 
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considered or offered. Article 3 of the San Luis plan 
· will show you that there are no such promises of land 
distribution." 

A revolution made without a well meditated plan, 
directed by a man whose good faith is admitted, but 
absolutely lacking in political vision, after so many 
promises, so much agitation, such small accomplish
ments, and so much blood uselessly .shed, had to con
front the demand of the people for a tangible reality: 
land. In this respect, Luis Cabrera, in his historical 
speech delivered on December 3,, 1912, tells us: "The 
necessity for lands was a sort of fanthom, a vague 
idea that floated in a nebulous state in all consciences, 
. and in all spirits; one would guess that the agrarian 
problem consisted in giving lands; but no one knew 
whence they were to come, nor to whom they were to 
be given, nor what type of land was to be distributed. 
I remember that in 19i0 and 1911, agrarian reform 
was considered utter foolishness." But at the end of 
1912 and at the beginning of 1913 the anarchy and the 
disorder in the nation were so frightening, that agrar
ian reform imposed itself as a remedy for the rees
tablishment of peace. Without technical knowledge, 
without previous studies, without statistics, without 
knowing eveR what it sought, guided by conscience- . 
lessness and by the necessity of keeping itself in 
power, with no appreciation of the reach of the mea
sures nor of the good or bad consequences that would 
follow, the Revolution decided to subject that nation 
to the most terrible trial, making of it a laboratory for 
an unprecedented economic daring. The dispossession 
of lands was begun with the law of January 6, 1915, 
and what was seized w£s divided into "ejidos," and 
these into parcels, to be given to whoever might ask 
for them. If it is true that there were voices that want
¢d to mark the path of an agrarian reform, the years 
in which we live have demonstrated the fraud with 
which the revolution has paid the sacrifices and the 
blood of the peasants. 

( 1) Emiliano Zapata y el Agrarismo en Mexieo.~Gral. Gil
dardo Mafi.ana.-Volumen II.-1937. 
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"The agrarian problem,"-writes Mr. Gustavo Mo
lina Funt-, "the principal cause of the national tra
gedy that stained Mexican territory with blood from 
1910 to 1917 is still unsolved, and after 25 yea~s of 
"solving it" it has become more difficult, more com
plex, and more terribly apalling. It is urgent to m·ake 
an impartial examination of the past, to rectify mis
taken procedures, and to plan anew that agrarian re
form, which today more than ever is an imperative 
and unpostponable necessity. The so-called agricultur
al riches that have been destroyed through ignorance 
.and 'bad faith, have cost the Mexican nation more than 
one thousand million pesos." 

Mr. Luis Cabrera, an intelligent and cultured Re
volutionary, denounced in 1937 the fact that the 
agrarian ideals that inspired the revolutionaries of 
1915 to 1917 had been betrayed. The agrarian reform 
was to have given the peasants the opportunity of be
coming independent farmers. The "ejidos" were to be 
a temporary economic structure. The Ejidos formed 
from large properties were to pass later into parcels 
of appropriate size to be given with title to those who 

. had proved themselves able and willing to cultivate 
them. 

Mr. Cabrera tells us that the "ejido" was thought of 
as a concentration "of farmers, from whom the most 
able would be automatically chosen to pass into the 
category of small property owners. But the division 
of the large properties in to small ranches was the 
fundamental purpose, the true solution that should 
not have been abandoned." 

The most serious error was fallen into by thinking 
that the solution of the agrarian problem consiste.d 
simply in dividing the land, without taking into con
sideration at all the "man," the peasant after years 
o·f revolution lacking ambition, his frequent incapa
city,' and the misery in which he found himself. 

But the worst of all was the fact that, during the 
six years that Lazaro c ·ardenas was .President, in or
der to ·remedy the failure of the "ejido," a most dan-:
ge:rous step was taken which consisted of forcing the 
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farmers into collectivism, a Ruso-bolchevik system 

that has reduced the peasant to a greater misery and 

a more cruel slavery . . 
The distribution of land cannot be an end in itself, 

but only a means to make it produce more, and to as

sure a more just distribution of its fruits. Large pro
perties are to be condemned in most cases, but so is 

the manner in which these have been destroyed. The 

totalitarian system of collective cultivation, in fact 

brings back the evils of large properties, but now in 

the hands of the State or of political organizations 

that are more brutal and more selfish than the former 

landowner, and that pre v en t at the same time the 

~ctivities of able and enterprising independent farm

ers. 
We must never return to the days. of economic 

liberalism, but neither must we fall again into the 

revolutionary absurdity of communis.t collectivism as 

it exists in Mexican lands today. 
· The peasant participated in the revolution to gain 

a piece of his Country as personal property, but now 

we see that his sacrifices, his blood, his misery, have 

earned no land for him as. property. In the "ejido" he 
is permitted the USE of a parcel, which can at any 

time be taken away from him, according to Articles 

128 and 139 of the Agrarian code w h i c h is now in 

force. The State keeps the title to the land. The pea
sant uses it, and each year the authorities of the 

"Ejido" let him know what parcel thereof he is to 
cultivate. 

The "Ejido" is an economic unit of agricultural 
production. It is· divided into parcels, and in each of 

these is to be found a peasant fan-;.ily. In theory, the 

authorities are named by all the families, but, in prac

tice, the votes. are generally disregarded, and higher 
politicians decide who is to be a member of the 

"Comisariado Ejidal." This commissariat distributes 

the parcels. each year, as. also the seed, water, etc., also 
the credit available to 'ejidos" from the government 

owned "Banko Ejidal." In fact, the "ejido", thus con
stiuted, is a small "soviet." With the pretext of pro~ 

56 



tecting the peasants and the "ejidos", the politicians 
choose a small group of "ejidatarios" (parcel users) to 
whom they give guns and who are called "agrarian 
reserves," since they. are considered army reserves. 
The designation of the Commisariat and of the Re
serves is in the hands of the politicians, who choose, 
too often, the most vicious, the least able, the loafers, 
etc., as long as they are loyal to the political interests 
of their masters. 

The "Banco Ejidal" can furnish credit only to a 
~mall percentage of "ejidatarios" and farmers, for it 
does not have sufficient capital for all of them: Hence 
springs the fact that the rest are in the hands of loan-
sharks. . 

The condition in the fields, because of the politicians 
and the armed Agrarian reserves, is always one of 
agitation and terrorism, and murdered peasants are 
at times found on the roads. Apart from poverty 
and misery, terror, political agitation and crime are 
rampant in the rural districts. Only by living among 
the peasants can one get an idea of what these poor 
people suffer, and of the anarchy and discontent that . 
reign throughout. The abuses of local authorities are 
of such a nature that they should not be called "au
thorities," but rather savages lacking all sense or hu
manity and justice. 

Summary: 

We will quote but a few opinions and furnish a few 
· figures to make evident the anarchy that reigns in 

Mexican fields: 
1. From the book "Los sofismas de la reforma ag

raria, ("The Fallacies of Agrarian .Reform"), by Mar- · 
co Antonio Duran, a-ctive member of the league of · 
Socialist Agronomers, 1939, we copy the following 
paragraphs : 

" ... The history of the evolution of the great rural 
properties in Mexico, with its not yet ended sequence 
of dispossessions, and its lamentable results in miser
able and enslaved peasant masses, without hope or 
faith, almost ompletely lacking in individual or col-
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lective consciousness, ignorant of all civil or human 
laws ..... " such is the deplorable c o n d i t'i on of the 
Mexican peasant. 

The solution of the agrarian problem was under
taken with a daring and an ignorance which can never 
be excused. . . "Intellectuals were lacking in the re
form; about it were only· politicians." Experts are 
needed to get rid of politicians; the substitution of the 
latter by the former, would be a most excellent step. 

"The popular arixiety-in the days of the Revolu
tion-was calmed with the prom!se to give land" and 
these have been distributed with an ignorance that as
tonishes us, " a -fact that in itself implies. anarchy, 
anarchy ·which comes from the absence of a plan, of 
technique in the solution of the problem". We see it 
clearly in the field of agriculture; instead of techni
~que you' have only anarchy, an intolerable anarchy. 

And in speaking of the methods used for the distri
bution and administration of the "ejido", we read: "It 
is hard to tell what part ignorance, and what part bad 
faith had in their thinking that the methods employed 
would be efficient.", · 

The "ejido" was given to the villages in f o r m e r 
times" as a help," but not with the idea of their "build
ing a new independent life on its cultivation." 

"Even though the parcel of irrigated l arid s is in 
many cases sufficient to support the peasant family 
and to absorb its capacity for work, such lands are 
scarce in the country." . T_hus the general miserable . 
condition of the peasant is explained. 

"Each and every one of the aspects of our agrarian 
legislation lacks the basis of economic foundation .. . 
a new reform of the Agrarian Reform is necessary ... . 
to do away with the exploitatioiD of man by man in: the 
fields, to elevate the peasant and to form a strong and 
well organized agricultural economy." An immediate 
reform, then, is necessary. 

"Cultivation of lands that depend MPCm rain is very 
unce.rtain in our country, to -such an extent that there 
are regions where the :ratio betwee~ the crops of good 
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and of bad years is as high as 'five to one.;' In. 1930, the 
percentage of lands in the "ejidos" that had. no irriga
tion was 83.89 % ; in 1935 this figure had become 
84.73 %. (1) The figures are d_iscouraging. 

The clearest and most sincere opinion whiGh Mr. 
Duran gives us regarding the ejido is the following: 
"The ejido has innumerable vices ... abuses of the 
authorities, sub-leasing of lands, "ejidatarios" who 
exploit human labor and dedicate .themselves to other 
enterprises. All this together creates a situation from 
which it is necessary to rescue the agrarian reform, 
establishing principles more rational, more just, bette:r 
eco·nomically founded, and more easily executed." 

"The small property, as it is permitted today, with 
a maximum of 150 hectares of irrigatable la·nd and 
300 of non-irrigatable, surely constitutes an economic 
unit that is capable of success in many parts of the 
country." 

"A few facts taken from those presented by Julian 
Rodriguez Adame in his work "La organizaci6n agri
cola del Ejido" (1936), would be sufficie11t to prove 
the waste of energy in the cultivation of the "ejido." 
Where an "hacienda" demanded 60 pairs of oxen, the 
"ejido" needed 120; where an "hacienda" demanded 
10,000 work days a year, t~e same land as an "ejido" 
demanded 22,500 work days. The above facts prove 
and strengthen the conviction that there exists a se
rious defect in the organization of the ejido." An or
ganization is necessary, which the revolution has been 
unable to give. 

"The basis of agricultural credit is cooperation. This 
cooperation which in its true and wide sense should 
be capable of organizing a true agricultural economy 
in all its aspects, has n·ever been a reality. The lack of 
education renders impossible the existence of truly 
cooperative interest." In general this system of credit 
has failed through lack of ability and honesty on the· 
part of 'revolutionary' directors. 

"The ·lack of recuperation of official agricultural 

( 1) "La redistribucionde la tierra y la explotacion agricola 
ejidal" .-M. Antonio Duran. 
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credit, the chronic losses which it suffers, are due in 

great part to the fact that the intermediaries drain 

the blood of the peasant, leaving him dry and unable 

to cover his debt to the government Banks." The loan 

shark also lends to the ejidatario, "but he imposes 

such conditions, that he · takes up a great part of the 

ejidatario's profit, thus earning as a result a very high 

interest rate for the capital that operates in agricul
tural credit." 

"And besides the .undeniable disorder that exists in 

the management of the "ejido", .. . it has been used · 
as a political tool:" 

Conclusion: The ejido, according to even socialist 

agronomers, is a failure and requires a complete re

form in its organization, and inavailability of agrar
ian credit. In the meantime there is only poverty, in

capacity, lack of method, p o lit i c a l abuses, hates, 

usury, misery, lack of production. In other words, 
crime and anarchy. 

2. A few more details taken from "El problema 

creado por lareforma agraria de Mexico," by Ramon 

Fernandez y Fernandez, professor of Rural Credit at 

the National School of Agriculture and member of 
the group of socialist agronomers: 

"It is of little use to bother about irrigation, fight
ing, plagues, study of soil, seeds of greater potentiali
ty etc., if the ownership of the land presents an un
stable structure which is hindering the progr'ess of 

agriculture." Certainly, without private ownership of 

the land, without it constitutipg a family heritage, 
scientific agricultural methods are worthless. 

In referring to the divided "haciendas," he declares 
that, "the d-ismembering of these units of production 

was a backward movement. It resulted in the exodus 

of capital dedicated to agriculture, a movement which 

was most serious to an agriculture that had, for a 
long time, lacked capital." With that sincerity he con-
fesses the failure of tlie revolution. · 

"No sooner had the first steps been taken in the re

form, than the 'agrarista' arose, whose best ·definition 

is that he is a politician, one hundred percent a politi-
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cian. Political fogs for a long time made impossible 
the analysis of the agrarian problem." .A-nd in talking 
of his fellow agricultural engineers in .charge of "pro
mocion ejidal," that is, "stimulation of the ejido," Mr. 
Ramon Fernandez writes: "I have heard them con
demn in private what they are doing to earn a living. 
Writers have avoided treating the subject in its 
fundamentals." Politics is what keeps the agrarian 
problem f;rom being studied conscientiously. And 
until this ob~tacle can be overcome, Mexico

1 

can not 
produce and her sons starve. There will· be only an
archy and more anarchy. Mr . . Fernandez continues: 
"The failure of our agrarian reform is simply a re
sult of the imbecility of our politicians, of their vena
lity, and of their having always considered the agrar
ian problem as political rather than economic." 

"One of the bad results of ou~ agrarian distribution 
that cannot be overlooked has been the destruction of 
our forests, lack of discipline on the part of the "eji
datarios" in the observance of the forestry laws, and 
the coni vance of the politicians in · this regard have 
been the principal reason." This explains why Mexico 
has lost so much of its wealth in forests. · 

"The ejidos do not satisfy, and the peasants do not 
remain in them. According to the figures furnished 
by the "Censo Ejidal" of March 10, 1940, the number 
of "ejidatarios" in possession of their land was -
1,208,216, while the number of "ejidatarios" that had 
received parcels was 1,844,108. In other words, 35 % 
of the "ejidatarios" had .abandoned their parcel. 

"Agrarianism, as it has been applied, is- a· failure. 
We have been giving out lands to the left and to the 
right without these producing anything, but instead 
creating a tremendous-problem for the Nation." That 
was the opinion of President Calles, condemning his 
own work and that of the Revolution. 

Calles having admitted failure, President Cardenas 
and his socialist and communist group, thought they 
could solve the agrarian crisis by adopting the Rus
sian collectivism. "This necessitates not only intense 
stimulation, but also more or. less marked official 
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coercion; !n the U.R.S.S. the peasant had to be forced 
to participate in this collectivism." (1 ) In 1941 there 

were 800 "ejidos" that had been collectivized, that is, 

8.00 soviets of the same type as those that have been 

developed in soviet Russia. 
But anarchy with bolchevik tendencies increased to 

such an extent that "in June, 1941, nearly 8,000 "eji

dos" lacked boundaries. The same land was given to 

several "ejidatarios." 
"According to the figures of the "Cens·o Agricola 

Ganadero" of 1930, the nation had 14 million hectares 

of cultivatable land. Of these, only 7 million hectares 
were cultivated. The following are the percentages of 

good land given to the "ejidos," that were cultivated 

by them: for 1930, 56 % ; for 1935, 61 % ; for 1940, 
61 %". To this disaster can be added the following: 

"More than 100 million pesos were spent in distri

buting the land; nearly 150 million were lost in agri
cultural credit. The task of the "Banco N acional de 

Credito Ejidal" has been difficult: to give credit to 

those that are practically incapable of receiving it. A 
very interesting classification has been made of the 

credit societies with which the bank deals, coming to 

the sad and terrifying conclusion that 87 % of these 
are bad and incapable of receiving credit/' In view of 

such a failure the necessity of selecting the better 

element, the most honest, the most capable, imposes 
itself. The choice of directors. in the "ejidos." is so bad

ly made, that we read with astonishment: "The ex
tent of criminality goes as far as to create an atmos
phere of terror; the law is not respected; the authori
ties do not offer protection; demagogy makes .these 
authorities the target of its attacks." ' 

The agrarian an arch y is so great that even the 

Supreme Court of the Nation wishes to have no more 
to do with agrarian affairs, and thus we read: "in 

view of the disorder, the political agitation, and the 

list of abuses that are to be found in our agrarian re

form, the Judicial power washed its hands, and the 

(1) Apuntes de Economia Agricola.-R. Fernandez y Fer
nandez.-1938. 
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attitude was taken in court that agrarian matters .are 
eminently social, and not a constit.utional question." 
This inconceivable attitude made agrarian -anarchy 
even worse. 

To redeem the nation from this chaos, it is urgently 
necessary to create an · :atmosphere of security, of 
guarantees, of c·onfidence in the fields. The lack of 
security for property and for persons. has increased 
to such an extent that in some regions a true regime 
of terror has been established, under the heel of homi
cides and local tyrants. This is one of -the most 'impor
tant reasons for the low production in the Mexican 
fields. We must efface the idea dominant in Mexican 
rural districts that law and authority are· concepts in
vented for "suckers," and that .only violence, strength,. 
and. "direct action" are means to obtain what is de
sired, whether· this be just or unjust. Mr. Fernandez 
the same author is forced to admit' that the "Revolu-· 
tion should mean organization and discipline; not 
chaos and anarchy." This is the truth about the Mexi
can rural districts as presented by a revolutionary 
and socialist expert. 

3. To complete this picture of the agricultural an- ~ 
archy in Mexico, let us consider a few figures related 
to the products that are the basic goods of its. people: 
corn and beans. 

While, in 1910, 4,084,186 tons of corn were produced 
to feed 14 million inhabitants, in 1940, only 1,680,503 
tons were produced to feed 20 million M~xicans. (1) 
Thes.e frightening figures show the tragi,c reality of 
the results. obtained after thirty years of the most 
bitter experiences. 

1931 was the best year in the revolutionary era, for 
in it production reached a maximum of 2,138,677 tons 
of. corn. · 

Th.e total number of hectares distributed up to 1941 
was 27,258,703 which theoretically benefit 1,832,532 
persons. 

Regarding the production of beans, In 1931, the 

(1) Revista de Economia. Dec. 1941. 
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best year in the revolutionary era, 135,960 tons were 
picked; in 1940 the figure came down to 105,499 tons, 
but in 1937 it had gone to 96,752 tons. (2) 

The Banks for rural credit were given 105 million 
pesos in 1935 ; .in 1936 the figure was r a i s e d to 236 
million, and in 1937 to 314 million. 

Conclusion: The Mexican Revolution has consistent
ly shown itself incapable of solving the problem of the 
fields, where 70 1( of the population lives. Despite the 
many efforts, the blood shed, the money spent, and 
the sometimes well inspired attempts, it 4as already 
failed. Even its directors wish to rectify. The result 
has been that the people remain in their traditional 
misery, with no hope of ever receiving help from the 
hands of those in whom they once mistakenly placed 
their confidence. The awakening of the people is con
plete. It now only hopes that the revolution, that 
makes its poverty worse by adding crime and serf
dom, be extinguished. 

If, to all that has been said we add the terrible reli
gious persecution that up to 1940 was carried on with 
a constancy worthy of a better cause; a persecution 
that destroyed convents, schools, dispensaries, or
phanages, hospitals, study centers, seminaries, 
churches etc.; that sacrificed hundreds of priests and 
nuns, victims of a revolution that each day was more 
stained in blood, the picture cannot be more dismal. 
The spiritual misery, made worse by cultural and 
economic misery, comes to show us the sad condition 

. of Mexico. One would think that foreign and hidden 
forces had been working for the destruction of Mexi
co's traditions and economy. 

During the years from 1935 to 1940, the implacable 
iron hand of Cardenas, in close alliance with Russian 
communism, seemed to extinguish Mexican life. The 
people, who refused to perish, reacted with all the 
strength of their souls, seeking something that would 
put an end to revolutionary anarchy. On May 23, 1937. 
they found Synarchism. 

(2) Revinta de Economia. Dec. 1941. 
I 
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A CONTRAST BETWEEN THE CITY AND THE 
FI.ELD · 

In general, the American tourist that comes to 
Mexico, or the foreign politician, and even the diplo
mats in distinguished positions, never know any more 
of Mexico than the Capital of the Republic offers to 
their sight. Often they visit other important cities as 
Guadalajara, Monterrey, Puebla, etc., and several at
tractive tourist centers as Uruapan, Patzcuaro, Cuer
navaca, Taxco, Mazatlan, Acapulco, etc. It 'is hard to 
explain how writers and newspapermen visit Mexico, 
and in one or two weeks return to their country writ
ing articles and books on the Mexican nation with an 
incredible thoughtlessness. Mexico is such a complex 
and such a heterogeneous country. Its basic problems 
are so profound, its system of communications is so 
poor, it seems to cover its pains and its bitterness un
der the guise of joyfulness, of generous and attractive 
hospitality. Only after much study and mature reflex
ion can Mexico be understood. There is so much in the 
country that is beautiful, noble, and Christian that it 
provokes the admiration of foreigners. In general, the 
government-man with whom the traveller deals, is so 
little interested in the problems of the Nation, and is 
so selfish, that all he seeks is to do business and to , 
preserve his political and economic position. H:e lives 
almost as a tourist. The great progress of the city, 
the comfort of its dwellings, the impetus of its under
takings, its large educational and industrial centers, 
its sports, its entertainments, etc. make the tourist 
and even many Mexicans forget the fields, and stay 
in the capital to enjoy ~he comforts that are not to be 
found outside of it. The fields have lost many well 

~ prepared and active men o{ initiative and experience; 
they have also lost much capital. Meanwhile, Mexican 
cities grow without measure, and in them is invested 
the money that seeks the security of urban invest
ment, and accepts this security with a low. return 
rather than the higher, yet insecure, interest of agri
cultural investment. The peasant rarely comes to the 
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large city, and the country is, on the other hand, al
most unltnown to the man of the city. 

Let us take as an example the city of Mexico. There 
are many things which present the City of Mexico to 
us as very beautiful, very attractive, very progressive, 
very modernized, without having lost its colonial 
style. And in truth, Mexico is a most beautiful city, 
full of tradition, of culture, of art, of music. It is a 
city for the student, for the businessman, for the 
worker. One lives so well in it that not only Mexicans, 
but also foreigners are unwilling to leave. 

The Capital of Mexico is the seventh largest city 
on the American continent with a p o p u l at i on of 
1,754,355. It has had a fantastic growth in population 
since 1910 as well as an unbelievable expansion and 
improvement of modern facilities for large cities, 
transportation, water system, streets, lighting hous
ing etc. One must not omit the mention of libraries 
and especially the University, with its old traditions, 
its departments in the arts and in the sciences. One 
regrets that the standard of scholarship has been 
much interferred with by the revolutions and, at 
times, by directors with revolutionary tendencies. In 

Mexico's magnificent cathedral to the left, the government palace 
to the ri~ht. In front of them the "zocolo," the public square that 
has been the scene of so many eventful gatherings and demonstra
tions in the history of Mexico. 
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spite of handicaps and even poverty men of intellect
ual integrity and distinction have always been found 
on the Faculty of the University of Mexico. 

Despite all this beauty, of the brilliance of "Castil
lo de Chapultepec," of "Palacio de Bellas Artes" .... 
administrative anarchy is so widespread that it is dif
ficult to imagine how far it has gone. Only by living 
the daily life of this city can one discover the trage
dies under .which it labors, and that preoccupy her 
sons. Poverty and misery are abundant in the towns 
and the rural districts also, but in the city this is 
covered up by an appearance of affluence. 

The contrast between the poorest districts of the 
capital, truly more fit for beasts than for men, and 
the splendid residences of the new rich, of the politi
cians who one day presented themselves as the "re
deemers" of the worker, and who today live in an 
opulence of suspicious origin, i~ most impressive. 
There are also the many beautiful and really artistic 
homes of the foreigners. Some of these have come 
just to live and enjoy the advantages of the Mexican 
Capital. Others are people who made their wealth in 
Mexico wit:q Mexicans and have stayed on as welcome 

. citizens spending in Mexico the money they accuma
lated. 

However, the masses of the capital are made up 
principally of workers and of small business-men. 
There are many among ·the1n it is true, who earn 
enough to live in comfort, but many others live in 
misery. Not only in material misery, but even more 
so in moral misery. Poverty, crowded and bad living 
conditions bring with them immoralities. especially 
when people have been deprived of the hope and the 
guidance inspired by religion, and religious education. 

Moreover, the series of strikes, in Mexico the result 
of a policy of "anarchy", went to such extremes that 
not only private enterprises were affected, but also 
the most necessary public utilities: electricity, street-
car service, bus service, etc. · 

The penetration by the "communist cells" into 
worker's unions, into Government offices, into Banks, 
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into the University, into the Schools, into the Acade
mies, into the Investigation Institutes, etc. brought 
anarchy to Mexico ,in many social aspects. 

The collectivized "ejido," the communistic _labor 
union, and the "socialistic" school are the most power
ful strongholds of the Communist movement in Mexi
co. 

In one of the Centers of Social Studies, after in
vestigating the ·growing strength of Communism, and 
the pernicious work of anarchy and social disintegra
tion that it was accomplishing, the conclusion was 
reached that "Communism grows in a nation as much 
as the Government tolerates and helps it to grow:'' 
And this is what has happened in Mexico. The alliance 
between the Government of General Cardenas, the 
Communist International of Moscow, and the Com
munist Party of Mexico; the efforts of the ex-presi
dent and of the number one communist of the nation, 
V. Lombardo Toledano, to convert the only official 
political party into a "popular front," called the "P. 
R. M.," (Partido de la Revolucion Mexicana); the 
sovietization of education according to the reformed 
Third Article of the Constitution, the alliance with 
the communists driven out of Spain; the ferocious . 
religious persecution that destroyed hospitals, librar
ies, orphanages, seminaries, schools, churches, con
vents, etc.; that drove out bishops, and jailed and kill- -
ed priests and friars, etc .... all united to demonstrate 
to the people of Mexico the danger of absorption by 
the Reds. The alliance of the Government with Com
munism placed Mex"ico on the verge of a "dictatorship 
of the Proletariat," which is the golden dream of the 
"P.R.M." A series of international circumstances 
saved Mexico from an imminent Communist experi
ment, which every day was coming closer and closer. 

Communism, despite the fact that it is opposed to 
all the traditions of the people has grown in Mexico, 
thanks to the aid and efficient help of Revolutionary 
Regimes under Calles and Cardenas. 

In our days the picture is a sad one: 
Material misery, lack of spiritual resources, lack of 
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liberty for our working and peasant masses, that live 
under the oppression of despotic leaders. 

Communism still dominates today in certain fields, 
keeping numerous footholds in the government even 
of Avila Camacho who has· not as yet been able to 
break completely with a decaying Communism, which 
is hated by the people. 

Yet, beside this anarchy, we recently find more and 
more demonstrations of religious faith; the people, 
that cannot any longer endure so much injustice, lifts 
its head against its oppressors and organizes pilgrim
ages, Eucharistic Congresses, religious meetings, mis
sions. New enthusiasm is aroused, · and the thirsting 
masses express their faith, their desire for liberty, for 
religious culture, for intellectual progress,for econom
ic betterment. How they would like to enjoy the same 
liberty that exists in the United States! 

Through more than a century, despite revolutions, 
oppression, tyranny, despotism on the part of unscru
pulous authorities, despite religious persecutions, 
dangers and death, Christian faith has been preserv
ed in almost all Mexicans, and it shines out as soon as 
the will of tre people manages to impose itself over 
the oppression of the tyrant. The faith has been pre
s~rved as if it were kept in a relic box. 

The seed that the wise and zealous Spanish mission
aries deposited in Mexico, the basis for social organ-

. ization implanted during the time of the Colony, sur
vive among the Mexican people and germinate as soon 
as a ray of liberty reaches and bathes them with its 
warmth and light. _. 

All the foregoing considerations lead us to conclu
sions that will permit us to draw the following sketch 
of the complex social organization of Mexico. 

a). Mexico· has an extremely heterogeneous and 
stratified social structure. 

b). It has profound historical traditions that it pre
serves and guards jealously, despite t h e many at
tempts that have been made to deform them. 
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c). It has cultural traditions of importance. That is 
how it preserves the trace of a brilliant epoch that 
once placed it at the head of the nations of America, 
as the most cultured, and endowed with greatness. 

d). It has legal traditions which it cannot forget: 
the "Laws of the Indies". 

e). Three hundred years of life as a Spanish Colony 
impressed upon Mexico a character and a point of 
view that it still preserves and that are peculiar to it. 

f). The entire nation is sprinkled with the blood and 
the sweat of the self-sacrificing missionaries who, on 
the ruins of the Aztec empire and its bloody idolatry, 
built a Christian civilization, exemplary in the history 
of nations. The traces left by these men are so many 
and so deeply impressed, that 130 years of revolution 
and anarchy have not been able to obliterate them. 

g). Science, culture, economy, industry, commerce, 
and, above all, virtue, flourished to such an extent 
that today we marvel at their works. 

h). The "religion" element is still the most power
ful tie that unites all Mexicans, despite the strains to 
which it has been subjected. 

Only in "Church" do all Mexicans without distinc-· 
tion of class, race, culture, ·or riches meet and worship 
as one people. "Religion," in Mexico, represents 

. National Unity. And devotion to Our Lady of Guada-· 
lupe is the common bond uniting all Mexicans with a 
spirit of fraternity. 

i). The idea of Country, for the Mexican people, is 
represented by the national flag and its three colors: 
green, white, and red, symbols of its traditions and of 
the three guarantees under which the nation was 
born: Religion, Union and Independence. 

j). Mexico has a great variety of ethnical aspects 
and of cultural forms and habits. For example, 16 % 
of the total number of inhabitants that are over 5 
years of age, are Indians that speak different dialects. 
More than one million persons do not speak Spanish. 
Despite this, and as a contrast, the most beautiful 
City of Mexico occupies a prominent place in America 
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and is the pride of Colonial Art and of modern pro
gress. 

k ). The different climates !n Mexico, its different 
altitudes, its- valleys and its mountains, its coasts, its 
snows, its deserts, its wealth and its poverty, come to 
give the nation a completely heterogeneous aspect. 

1). The fusion of the Spanish race with the several 
Indian races that inhabited the land produced the 
"Mestizos" with their peculiar characters, who came 
to form a really active nucleous in the Country, and 

. furth~r increased its. heterogeneity. 
m). The traditional misery of the peasant masses 

has prevailed, and has furnished .fertile ground for 
constant revolutions. 

n ). A small group of daring "criollos", "mestizos" 
and Indians have enthroned a dynasty called "the 
Revolutionary Family", and, under the pretext of 
freeing the masses from economic slavery, have tried 
to destroy the tradition of Mexico and to do away 
with the only elements capable of forging National 
Unity. To remain in power, they have made use of 
communist plans and doctrines, as those imported 
from the U.S.S.R., thus increasing the anarchy that 
already existed, and threatening with the establish
ment of a "dictatorship of the proletariat" in Mexico. 

o). The "popular front", which they built up, has 
failed, and only the international situation has kept 
them from turning Mexico into the Communist labo
ratory of America. For this reason the people have, 
in general, been divorced from their Government. 

Now, from this complex and heterogeneous picture, 
if we are sincere, we must conclude that: 

1.· Mexico constitute-s a most important nation 
worthy of all respect and consideration; and in its 
great and complex heterogeneity, it has two funda 
mental elements of National Unity, powerful ties for 
progress and welfare: the idea of a Country and the 
idea of Religion. · 

Mexico must reconstruct and reorganize itself. 
Misery and anarchy must disappear from its soil. But 
to accomplish this, Mexico must first, and above all, 
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strengthen its two ties of unity: Country and 
Religion. 

2. Any attempt at organization, at the elevation of 
the masses, at national unity, can never be successful 
if it is not based on the nation's traditional ties of 
unity and progress: Country and Religion. 

3. In the place of the anarchy that has reigned in 
Mexico, order, disci pI in e , work, study, honesty, 
authority, morality, religion are called for; to re
establish this is the program of Synarchism. 

. SYN ARCHISM 

The four chapters that have prece·eded are intended 
to explain clearly the genesis of a movement whose 
name and whose mode of action have confused many 
foreigners, who, unable through lack of study to 
understand the Mexican problem, would see in Syn
archism a copy of movements in other nations, sup
ported by hidden hands with "fifth-columnist" and to
talitarian ends. 

At times unscrupulous opponents have gone so far 
as to calumniate an absolutely Mexican movement that 
has its roots in the deepest traditions of the race. The 
mode of action and rapid growth of Synarchism has 
as its explanation in the tragedy and the _anarchy in 
a nation of twenty million souls, provoked by a small · 
group of men, kept in power by their daring, ~and at 
times only by the support of a neighboring govern
ment unacquainted with the internal conditions that 
prevail in Mexico. 

The principles of Synarchist doctrine are absolutely 
in agreement with the social norms of the Catholic 
Church. 

Synarchism is so lucid and clear, that five years of 
its activities have been sufficient to conquer the hearts 
of the peasant and working masses, to begin to im
pregnate them with ideas of order, of w.ork, of pro
gress, of sacrifice, of brotherhood. Its leaders arJ men 
of integrity, and no. one, not even the Police of Mexi
co, or those of the United States, have been able to 
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prove any charge of disloyalty, or of subversive aims 
made against synarchists by the communists in both 
countries. 

More than half a million Mexicans, organized with 
absolute faith in God and in the d est in y of their 
Country, are forging the National Unity without 
which Mexico cannot progress, nor its inhabitants 
rafse their standard of living. Country and Religion 
are its two pillars . 
. Synarchism honestly endeavors to put an end to the 

depressing social injustices that have so long made 
the Mexican people a victim in the struggle between 
antagonistic groups. 

The historical genesis of Synarchism and its philo
sophic doctrine separate it completely from all forms 
of totalitarianism: communist or nazi. Some observ
ers, influenced by external details which they do not 
understand, try to establish an analogy between the 
Synarchist salute and that of certain totalitarians, 
when to the Synarchists, the sign which they use, 
movement of the arm from the shoulder, symbolizes 
only the taking away from the .J:ndian the bur d en 
which has so long fatigued him. 

Naturally, as long as the government tolerates the 
influence of a communist group, Synarchism will 
continue to be calumniated. But Synarchism is demon
strating with works, that in spite of its dispairing 
lack of economic resources, it is capable of undertak
ing the reconstruction of Mexico without promising 
false communistic paradis.es to the masses. 

The Chiefs of Synarchism are the only ones that 
direct and are responsible for the movement, and in 
no way can this great organization be catalogued as 
a "clerical movement." His Excellency, the Arch
bishop of Mexico, in charge of the Apostolic Delega
tion, Ms.gr. Luis M. Martinez, interviewed by a group 
of Communist reporters from the magazine "Tiempo", 
made the following statements on June 12, 1942: "The l 
Catholic Church has no connection with the Synar
chist movement. She has never had, nor will ever have, 
anything to do in the direction of the Synarchist 
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·, Union .... though this is, no doubt, formed in its en
tirety by Catholics. It is evident that Synarchism has 
a point in common with the Church: its religiousness. 

I 
Outside of this, I repeat, the Church in Mexico has 

·nothing to do with that movement." 
·Before elaborating their program, Mexican Synar

chists studied perfectly the varied aspects of their 
nation. They then brought forward a movement of 
great importance, and it would seem th~t they had in 
mind the words of His Excellency, Carlos Maria de la 
Torre, Archbishop of Quito, in a talk to Ecuadorians, 
"I leave the formulation of a plan to regenerate the 
country to the patriotism of statesmen, economists, 
and politicians. I will simply tell them, without fear 
of ever being refuted, that all their plans, though 
elaborated with wisdom and pains, will undoubtedly 
fail, if they do not rest on the solid and unmovable 
basis of Christian morals." 

Moreover, moral regeneration and a new spiritual 
life are in such a way impregnating the Synarchist 
masses, that American sociologists, observing the 
movement from a distance, have given it exceptional 
praise. In the April 18, 1942, iss u e of "America," a 
New York magazine, W. Eugene Shiels says: "They 
are distinctly positive in their principles and in their 
activity, builders of a restored individual and national 
life rather than critics of their fellowmen." · 

"Theirs is a counter-revolution, and its leaders are 
laymen of great talent, and it must be said, of great 
fortitude." 

"In fact, one might say that the other countries 
could learn much by studying the operation of this 
new and mighty force for elevatin_g society." 

. The attacks and calumnies that a portion of the 
uninformed or prejudiced American press has cast up
on Syn,archism, have been answered by the National 
Catholic Welfare Conference of Washington, D . . c., 
which has defended Synarchism with great enthusi
asm, s_incerity, and friendship. "Synarchists, in pro
fessing a doctrin_e of truth, are profoundly an ti-N az~, 



since they consider Nazism and other totalitarian ad
ministrations to be politically and spiritually full of 
errors and f a 1 s e h o o d s . Synarchists are not 'fifth 
·columnists'; they serve no country other than Mexi
co, and their only goal is the common good ,of their 
own country." Everyday more American students, 
both Catholic and non-Catholic are writing and speak
ing in support of Synarchism. 

Manuel Torres Bueno, ·chief of the National Synar
chist Union, has declared: "The organization of our 
agriculture on principles of justice, such as those pro
posed by the Synarchist agrarian program, is urgent. 
Together with the technical problem, we must solve 
the problem of the moralization of the peasants. The 
conditions of emergency in which Mexico lives de
mand a radical change from collectivism. Political 
tests ·must disappear, in order that · the people be not 
excluded from the benefits of work, only because of 
the fact that they refuse to be communistic. It is a 
mistake to keep the people from applyin,g all their 
energy to shake the misery that has tired them for so 
many years, and to bring about a real spiritual and 
material revival." 
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Avila Camacho Takes His Stand 

1. The President of Mexico accepted the cooperation 
which was offered to him by the Synarchists. to colo
nize the desert lands of Baja California. The "red" 
Congressmen tried to s.top this, but the President told 
them: "The Synarchists are also Me~xicans and also 
have the right of protection from the Government." 
(October 21, 1941) 

2. When the President of Mexico declared the en
trance of his country into the war, alongside of the 
United Nations, in his historic message of June 3, 
1942,, he spoke to the nation in the following form: 
"The soldier shalf fight to his -death to conserve our 
territory; but together with him, all of us Mexicans 
shall also fight, each one in accordance with his re
sources and the special plan of his activity; the labor
er, by producing more ... the agriculturist by increas
ing his work and his cultivation .... This war before 
all is a war ·of production." Synarchism has accepted 
this policy in all its parts and has offered its backing 
and the coordination of its constructive program to 
the President of the Republic. For this pur p o s e it 
celebrated during the 13th, 14th and 15th of August, 
1942 a Congress of Mexican Agriculturists., the con
clusions of which were delivered to his office at the 
National Palace. 

3. The President of the Republic repudiates Com
munism (the enemy No. 1 of Synarchism) in his 
country, and so declared to the "Marine Daily" ("Dia
rio de la Marina") of Havana (Cuba), in June 1942 in 
answer to the following question asked him by Mr. 
Francisco Ichaso: "What importance do you feel that 
the Communist Party actually holds in Mexico?" 

"The Communist Party has among us neither na
tional significance nor. authentic -importance. Those 
wh9 call themselves Communists are frequently those 
persons who participated of the social ideas of . the 
Mexican Revolution, but who now find themselves in-
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fluenced by exotic doctrines, far from having any 
positive relation to the problems of our country." 

4. Words of Gral. Manuel Avila Camacho pronoun- . 
ced at the city of Puebla in July, 1940 at the end of his 
presidential campaign: 

"The entire nation is moved by the distressing 
spectacle of the war, and tightens its ranks with all 
the sister nations of America, to lay the foundations 
for a more Christian, a more just, and a more noble 
policy in our Continent." 

Synarchism agrees with the ideas exposeq by Gral. 
Evila Camacho 'and hopes that a more Christian, more 
just, and more noble policy will soon cry"stallize in the 
entire American Continent. · 

5. Avila Camacho does not favor communistic edu
cation in the schools. He replaced the radical Sanches 
Ponton with the more conservative Bejar Vasques in 
the Secretariat of Education. In 1942 President Cama
cho said to the people of his country. "Our chief con
cern is the need of bestowing wider and more useful 
knowledge, with improved methods, to the students 
of the country. All parents can see the deficiency of 
our schools, and it is my duty to confess th.at notwith
standing the constant efforts on the part of the Exe
cutive, we have not been able to find a public educa
tion which will satisfy the special needs of our coun
try. The teachers should be the first to cooperate in 
the improvement of education. National culture is ·in 
danger and we should tnake every effort to save it." 
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The Work of the Second Inter-American 
Agricultural Conference 
"El Universal"-July 18, 1942. 

Benefits obtained by our country in international 
affairs.-Reorganization of national agri

culture based on the security of pos
session. 

The National Synarchist Union endorses declara
ions of the Inter-American Agricultural Conference. 

"The Second Inter-American Agricultural Confer
ence, having obtained many beneficial results in inter
national affairs, declares the following as its immedi
ate and practical conclussions for our country: 

"1. To recognize the urgent need of every country 
in America, and especially Mexico, of being able to 
count on ·a flourishing agriculture, which will provide 
food in abundance to its populace and also furnish 
raw material for utilization in war industries. 

"2. The impossibility was recognized of obtaining 
outside of America certain elements demanded by the 
actual emergency situation, which .elements at other 
times were obtainable from the markets of Europe 
and Asia. This makes it necessary for American coun
tries to depend solely on themselves. 

"3. It is necessary to stop anti-social and extremist 
procedures like those practiced by former govern
ments, which deprived of support that most important 
fount of riches: agriculture. 

"4. To reorganize national agriculture on a secure 
basis through possession of land, by establishing order 
and tranquility in the farming cou_ntry, and by giving 
guarantees to the small property. To be able to realize 
all the above mentioned, a reformation of all the pre
sent technical and administrative staff is imperative. 

"5. That the reorganization of agriculture be p.ot 
. only for the purpose of res o l vi n g the problems 

brought on by the war situation, but that it might be 
a permanent foundation to better living conditions in 
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the farming country and that it might begin the 
growth of a social situation in which the farm-family 
may be able to live and prosper, even after the end 
of the war. 

"6. To demonstrate that so long as agrarian politics, 
and specially agricultural credit, is plagued with party 
divisions, the result can only be division among the 
people and barrenness of the land. 

"The speech made by the President, in the closing 
session of the conference in question, marks · a con
structive path toward n at i on a 1 agrarian politics, -
which, by being loyally seconded by all the workers of 
the State~ can create a strong understanding between 
the country, people and the authorities. 

"We Synarchists are waiting for the fulfillment of 
these resolutions and are disposed to put all of our 
efforts in support of what signifies a truly construc
tive work." 

COUNTRY, JUSTICE, AND LIBERTY. 
Mexico, D. F., July 17, 1942. 

The National Chief, 
Manuel Torres Bueno. 

. 79 



Synarchist Agricultural Congress 
The first Congress of Synarchist laborers of the 

land, celebrated in the city of Mexico on August 13th, 
14th, and 15th of 1942, was an act e x pre s sin g the 
cooperation of the National Synarchist Union with 
the war policies of the President of the Republic, and 
had as its object the increase of agricultural produc
tion and the study of the problems of the land to es
tablish .conclusions which might serve as the basis for 
the moral and economic betterment of the farmer, as 
well as the formation of social environment in which 
the families of the farmers may develop and prosper. 

The Conclusions Reached by the Congress Are as 
Follows: 

1. WE WISH the dignity of the laborers of the land 
to be socially recognized and that they be treated as 
·persons meriting the respect of their life and their 
goods. Legislation for the protection of the country 
home is necessary against the wickedness of the 
customs of the time and against the abuses which put 
their very existence in danger. This same legislation 
should dictate the necessary means to fight infant 
mortality and to assure the child his physical, intellec
tual and moral development. We know the socialist 
schools to be opposed to these principles, and we ·shall 
fight for the establishment of schools which are in ac
cordance with the traditional culture of our Country. 

2. THE MISERY which exists in the farm in g 
country is the cause of the physical weakness and the 

· cultural backwardness of the farmer. Synarchism 
plans the strengthening and the elevation of rural 
life. To accomplish this objective, we fight for a better 
distribution of the we a 1 t h of the land, thus doing 
away with the injustice of a social state in which some 
men enjoy all sorts of comforts and others lack even 
the most indispensable things for life. We shall give 
special attention to the construction of hygienic and 
decent houses, and we shall find the means to see that 
agricultural work is sufficently remunerated to better 
the standard of life of the rural population. 
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3. ALL INDUSTRIOUS and honest farmers have 
the right to acquire, as their own property, a piece of 
national soil. The State has the obligation of creating 
social- conditions facilitating its acquisition. The in
crease in production requires that an end be put to the 
arbitrary dispossessions to which Synarchist workers 
of the land have been .victims throughout the Repub
lic, and that their ejidal lands which were unjustly 
taken from them be restored. 

We reject the collectivization of the land. And, 
since the Presidential agreement to give to the eji
datarios individual usufruct titles has not been put to 
practice because many communistic agrarian employ
ees have impeded it, we offer to the President of the 
Republic the backing of the N a t i o n a 1 Synarchist 
Union so that the delivery of that land, may be effect
ed as a preliminary to the acquisition of the definite 
property titles later on. 

The small property given should be sufficient so 
that its yield may cover the necessities of the farmer's 
family, and, for this reason, its size should vary in ac
cordance with the quality of the land and with the 
abundance or scarcity of water. We propose that laws 
protecting small property be dictated converting it in 
a family heritage and making it not subject to mort
gages. 

4. AS IT IS not possible to radically change old 
methods of cultivation, we shall try to better the 
technique of agricultural production through the use 
of fertilizers, the selection of s e e d s, crop rotation, 
choosing the proper crop for each region, the use of 
machinery as much as possible, and above all, seeing 
to it that all work ·is done with greater attention and 
care. 

As a complement to the above, we shall apply our 
energies to the installation of modest projects permit
ting the irrigation of larger extensions of land. · 

To increase the income of the farmers, we recom
mend the cultivation of small vegetable plots, the 
keeping of bees, the breeding of farm fowl, of silk
worms and of other types of animals. 
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5. TO BE ABLE to bring about an increase in pro 
duction, it is necessary that no obstacles be put to pri
vate initiative, and that it be protected with guaran
tees of all kinds. The disorder created in the farming 
country by the agrarian reserves, who co m mit all 
sorts of injustices, is one of the principal causes im
peding the progress of agriculture. It has been proven 
that in places where these do not exist, a peaceful life 
is enjoyed, it is possible to work, and greater yields 
can be obtained. We ask from the Government of the 
Republic the disbanding of these anti-social groups. 

6. AS THE LANDS wh~ch may be used in the in
terior of the Republic, are not sufficient for its popu
lation, we shall widen the areas of cultivation and 
shall seek new workable zones. The colonies of Sonora 
and of Baja California are the beginning of our 
"march towards the sea." 

We shall fight the de-population of farms and the 
.abandonment of cities in the interior which now re
sult in the over-population of the Capital of the Re
public. 

7. WE ASK for the cooperation of the government 
for the construction of an extensive network of inter
town communications to facilitate the interchange of 
products from one region to another. With our own 
private resources we have already begun the con
struction of several small roads. 

8. IN ORDER to have the small farmer enjoy the 
total y i e 1 d of his work, it is necessary to free him 
from the loan shark and the monopilizer, for which 
end, we shall organize CREDIT UNIONS in the form 
of COOPERATIVE ASSOCIATIONS, which will fur
nish land-workers with money at low rates and for 
long terms. 

To put these conclusions. into practice, the Union of 
Mexican Laborers is organized, which shall function 
in complete independence from. politics. 

COUNTRY, JUSTICE, AND LIBERTY. 

Mexico, D. F., August 1942 

NATIONAL SYNARCHIST UNION 
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Interesting Facts About Mexico 
Mexico City, capital of Mexico, had a population of 

one half million in 1900. Today the population numbers 
a little more than one and three quarters millions. Be
cause of insecurity of land and investments in the 
country districts people take their families and their 
savings to ·the Capital and several other larg'e cities. 

The Republic of Mexico occupies the third place as 
to population among the American Republics. In 1900 
the population was 13,500,000 in 1937 19,154,000. There 
has been a constant increase of population except for 
the period when the Revolution was at its worst wh-en 
many were killed and others fled the country. 

The central plateau zone of Mexico is over-popu
lated. More than eight million people live there and 
the density of population per sq. kilometer is fourteen 
times that of the Pacific zone. Mexico needs a "March 
to the Sea," now so strongly advocated by the Synar
chists. 

Following are graphs and statistics as to corn, per
centage of people engaged in agriculture, labor-prob
lems, and financial difficulti~s in Socialized Agricul
ture. 

Corn is the foundation of the country's nourish
ment. Corn gives us a good example of the failure re
sulting from application of Mexican socialism to the 
land. 

PRCDUC:TtCN 01M1Nl5HE5 
'PCJPUL.FITICN GCJ UP 
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As a result of the Revolution and of the communis
tic experiment practiced during the latter years, the 
production of this cereal has notably diminished, while 
the population has grown. 

In foreign commerce a policy of confusion has been 
followed importing maize or exporting it without any 
pre'vious study: 

During the years of 1934, 1935 and 1936 Mexico ex
ported maize; but, on the other hand, during 1937, 
1938, 1939 and 1940 it was obliged to import the cereal. 

The price of the maize has risen from $75.00 a ton, 
which price was in effect in 1935, to $145.00 a ton, a 
price reached in 1942. This unbalance was created as 
a consequence of scarce production and the consider
able rise of monetary inflation, which brought as a 
consequence the immoderate rise of the price of 
maize, an article of prime necessity. ($-peso) 

In 1935, the specie in circulation in the country 

Plutarco Calles. Lazero Cardenas. 

General Calles was president of Mexico from 1924 to 1928 and actual 
ruler until 1934. He is called the evil genius of Mexico. He enforced the 
anti-religious provisions of the 1917 c-onstitution and amplifed them with 
a penal code of 33 articles. He expelled priests and closed churches in 1926. 
Ca~denas wa;:; president of Mexico from 1934 to 1940. He applied the 

theones of soc1ahsm to the land problem, enforced socialism in the edu
cational progra~ of Mexic<(s public schQols, issued a second penal code 
to further restnct the pract1ce of ·religion, turned the railways over to the 
workers, c-onfiscated American and British oil properties. He left Mexico 
in economic and social chaos.-A. H. 
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f"IGURE No.7 

The moneta1·y inflation and the meager production of maize 
(corn) have caused it to go up in price, thereby bringing hardships 
to the Mexican people; 

amounted to 318 millions of pesos, a:ud the deposits on 
hand amounted to 199 millions, making a total o~ 517 
millions of pesos. However, in 1941 there are 810 mil
lions in circulation and 500 millions on deposit; the 
total mediums of payment going up to 1,310 millions 
of pesos. 

Economically active population 

The economically active population represents 30 % 
of the total. 

Dedicated to industrial work and handi-
crafts -- - ----------------- - - ------ ---- - ----- -- ~ - - - 13 % 

Dedicated to commerce ---- ----- -- ----------- --- -- ----- -- ---- -- 5% 
Dedicated to other remunerative 

activities ------ --- -- -- ---- ---- --- -- --- -- --- -- 12 % 
Dedicated to agricultural activities ___________ _____ 70% 

In comparing the agricultural activities of the 
Mexicans with those of other countries, Mexico is 
found among those having the greatest .agricultural 
activity in the world. 

'FIGUR.E. t-lo. 4 

Percentage of Population Engaged in Agriculture 
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l:,abor 

In 1937 salaried laborers and employees were ap-
proximately distributed as follows: 

Salaried laborers ---------------------------------------- 800,000 
Salaried farmers -------------- -------------------------- 3,000,000 
Total receiving salaries ------------- ---- -------- -- - 3,800,000 

Even though this figure is official, it appears to be 
very low. · 

Mexico has lived in a growing curr ent of communis
tic activities which may be clearly seen by the con
siderable increase in laborers' strikes throughout the 
country during the rule of Cardenas as shown by this 
graph. 

Figures taken from Ministry of National Economy, 
1938. 

F I G'U R£ No. 5 
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The Agrarian Problem and Rural Credit 

The Agrarian Department points out that on De
cember 1941, there were "ejidos" (parcels of land 
given by the government to the small farmer) with a 
total area of 27.258,703 hactares, benefiting 1.832,532 
small farmers. 

The "collective" exploitation of the "ejidos" and the 
other Mexican lands, .according to the Communistic 
practice established in Russia, has failed in such man
ner that the two official agricultural banks "Banco 
N acional de Credito Agricola, -s.a." ·(The National 
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Bank of Agricultural Credit) and the "Banco N acion
al de Credito Ejidal, S.A." (The National Bank of 
Ejidal Credit have been obliged to confess the failure 
as shown by figures (8) and (9 ). 

The diagram page 87 shows loans and repayments 
during the years 192.6 to 1936 in the "Banco N acional 
de Credito Agricola, S.A.". It will be noted that in 
1935, the year of very intense "red" activities, a loss 
was suffered of more than 13 millions of pesos. 

In the "Banco N acional de Credito Ejidal, S.A." the 
failure is even worse, as may be seen from the data 
representing loans and recuperations dated January 
1 to November 30, 1936, which are shown in the fol
lowing graph. 

It may be noted that in only eleven months of the 
year more than 11 millions of pesos were lost. 

Official reports from the National Bank of Ejidal 
Credit, S.A. (Banco Nacional de Credito Ejidal, S.A. ) 
give the information that th~ Bank has expired 
credits, which will never be recuperated, in truly 
fantastic amounts. 

The unpaid expired credits in 1936 went over the 
two million pesos mark and in 1937 reached more than 
thirteen million pesos .. 

Lighter shaded parts of columns represent losses - darker 
shading shows repayments. 
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In 1940 they went up to 78,303,152.28 pesos and in 
1941 they reached 99,264,513.96 pesos. _ 

From 1936 to 1941 the National Bank of E j i Cl a I 
Credit lent in this country 361,882,640.60 pesos, of 
which only 218,742,382.28 has been recuperated; in six 
years it has lost approximately a third of its capital 
(143,140,258.32 pesos). 

It may be assumed that the losses suffered by the . 
Bank are even greater than those confessed to by it. 

Agrarian Department-"The Agrarian 
Problem and Rural Credit"-Enrique 
Gonzalez de Aparicio-1937. 
The National Bank of Ejidal Credit. 

Bulletin 
1. January 7, 1943: The existence of several bands 

in open revolt against the government in the states 
of Puebla, Morelos, and Zacatecas was commented on 
today by congressmen. 

Synarchism was accused of having instigated this 
new rebellion, and the radical members of the Senate 
prepared to ask the President to dissolve said organi
zation. 

January 9: Senator and Coronel Nabor A. Ojeda 
accused Gral. Juan Andreu Almazan of being the real 
director of Synarchism and of having organized this 
new rebellion through this group. 

Felix Diaz Escobar, Synarchist baiter, claimed to 
have evidence to prove that Synarchists were partici
pating in subversive activities. 

January 11: Congressmen were becoming convinced 
of the fact that it was not Synarchism at all, nor even 
Almazan, who . was instigating the people to revolt, 
but Communists themselves who were using members 
of the "Partido Autonomists Mexicano" as agents to 
arouse the people to revolt. Their apparent motive was 
to have an excuse to demand the outlawing of Synar
chism. 

None of the evidence talked about against the 
Synarchists materialized, Synarchism a~ked for an 



opportunity to prove its innocence before a just Court, 

and offered to show up those really responsible for 

the disturbances. 
J ani:tary 12: Dr. Leoni des Andre Almazan declared 

that his brother, Cral. Juan Andre Almazan had noth

ing to do with Synarchism, th.at 'Synarchists had been 

his enemies during the last election, and that the 

General refused to have anything to do with politics. 
2. This week marked the start of Communism's of

fensive against Synarchism. 
· The calumnious attacks on the part of Communist 

congressmen and the communist instigated revolts in 

several states were but part of this general offensive. 
The C.T.M., communist fascist labor organization, 

was the most vigorous group in the new attacks. The 

January number of its official publication "Future", 

dedicated four pages to proving that Synarchism was 

identical to German National Socialism. It seems that 

the strongest argument in their eyes to prove this was 

the fact that Synarchists declare. themselves the ene

mies of Communisn1. Lies and calumnies were not 

spared and the author concluded that it was necessary 

for all Communist controlled groups to fight Synar
chism to death. 

The C.T.M., also issued a circular to all its com

mittees ordering them to muster all their resources 

for the destruction of Synarchism. No limits· were 
placed on the means to be used. ' 

Synarchism is prepared for its battle with commu

nists, has strengthened itself . on the indestructible 
bases of justice and legality, and will not permit the 

Communist party and its allies, such as the C.T.M., to 

make a Soviet out of Mexico. It considers-that it has a 
god-given duty to stop the advance of atheistic com

munism in Americ~, and promises ·to be at hand to 

make impossible communist domination in post-vic

tory America. It however reaffirms its decision never 

to take recourse to arms or force, and to stop, once 

and ,for aU,. t]J.e seemingly UIJ.ending. series of Mexican 
·:rev9.l"QtiQn~. . ·· · · 
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Bulletin 
1. The Fourth National Convention of, Synarchist 

Chiefs ended with a meeting at the "Hemiciclo 
Juarez", to the side of the Alameda, in which 10,000 
persons participated. At this meeting Synarchists at
tacked Juarez for having framed a constitution which 
legalized the plundering of Church property. The 
"Hemiciclo Juarez" is in front of the Church of Cor
pus Christi which the government took from the 
Catholics to hand over to a schismatic group. Today it 
is a Museum for tourists. 

For this reason the leftist members of the House, 
the Communist Party, the C.T.M., etc., asked the 
President to outlaw Synarchism and organized a 
meeting at the same "Hemicoclo Juarez." Only 1,000 
persons attended this meeting. 

The President, desirous of preserving. an equili
brium between Communism and Synarchism, and hav
ing conceded the reestablishment of relations with the 
U.R.S.S., to the former, answered the leftists in the 
following manner·: "Mexico is a democratic country 
where all parties may exist." The Communists were 
thus quieted, and the Synarchists took one more step 
forward in their friendly relations with the President. 

2. Because of attacks by communists, Vejar Vaz
quez, Secretary of Public Education, was called be
fore the Chamber of Deputies, and, despite the com
munists, the majority of the Chamber applauded him 
and accepted the orientation to be given public educa
tion, expressed by him in · the following terms: "Edu
cation tends towards national unity, towards the for
mation of a strong Mexican nationality, towards the 
formation of men, s t r o n g in character and in will, 
through the inculcation of love for 'Fruth, for Good, 
and for Beauty." 

3. President Avila Camacho at the Agricultural 
Congress on December 30, 1942 declared: "It is to be 
expected that the "ejidatarios" and the small property 
owners 9-_nswer to th~- support of the_ authorities with 
an increment in production, in order that we may be 



successful in the two wars which destiny has called 
upon us to wage; the war of supplies, to which the 
intern·ational conflagration in which we are partici
pating calls us, and that other one-no less pressing 
because it is internal, the war against the misery in 
which our disinherited classes live and die." 

"Mexico is, above all, an agricultural country. Its 
most permanent riches come from the land. The land 
has been the cradle and the scene of its. great histori
cal movements." 

Synarchism, Hispanism and 'the "Falange". 

To answer the q u e s t i on s that members of the 
American press have made to Synarchism, the Chiefs 
of this organization have formulated the following 
statements: 

"Attempts have been made to give the word "His
panism" a meaning which it does not possess. 

"Hispanism in Mexico, in a real, undeniable, histori
·cal sense, represents our culture, our Catholic religion, 

· our traditions, our customs, our sentiments, etc.; the 
entire admirable and gigantic work done by Spain in 
Mexico and which we can never forget. In this sense, 
Hispanism is the most efficient weapon to combat the 
totalitarian ideas that radicals have tried to spread. 
With our Christian Hispanic traditions, Synarchism 
combats the nazi racial doctrines. · -

"If an attempt is made to give "Hispanism" a poli
tical sense, a "falangist" sense, Synarchism has noth
ing to do with it. Mexico desires to live harmoniously 
with all nations~ but independent from all of them, 
with dignity, loyalty, and justice, scrupulously guard
ing its t:ra~itional Christian heritage. · 

Synarchism, Panamericanism and the United 
States 

"President Roosevelt, champion of Panamericanism, 
in a Letter addressed to His Excellency, Archbishop 
Edward Mooney, President of the National Catholic 
Welfare Conference, partly published in the maga-



zine "Catholic Mind", April 22,.1942, assures him that 
the -United States fights at the side of Latin-American 
countries in the defense of Christian civilization; and 
adds a phrase to which Synarchism adheres., "We say 
win this war, and in victory we s.hall seek not venge
ance, but the establishment of an international order 
in which the spirit of Christ s.hall rule the hearts of 
men and of nations." 

"Exaggerated patriotism, privileges, 1njustices, and 
the racial rivalries would make impossible the living· 
together of men and nations. 

"If by Panamericanism be m.eant a system of inter
national organization cast in totalitarian molds, which 
would try to do in America what Nazism is trying to 
do in Europe, Synarchism conde.mns it. But, if by Pan
americanism -is me·ant a system of international or
ganization based on the common interest which all the 
nations in America undoubtedly have-, living in the 
same contine.nt, and ir the common goods which Pan
americanism is trying to obtain are based on a mutual 
respect for the traditions of the peoples, for their 
peculiar way of being, for their independence: a Pan
americanisln based on Morals and on Right; an inter
national order in which the spirit of Christ, shall rule -
the hearts of men and nations, that is precisely the 
hope and the aspiration of Synarchism. 

"The union of all nations in America, and in the en
tire world, will only be accomplished if each of them 
bases its part in this union on the doctrine set forth 
by the Pope Pius XII in his Encyclical "Summi Ponti
fica tus", i. e. : 

"The Church of Christ, most faithful depositary 
of divine and educational prudence, cannot regard 
with indifference or scorn the special 'characteris
tics which each nation, with jealous love and un
derstandable pride, protects and guards as a pre
cious heritage·. It seeks-the supernatural unity in 
universal love, felt and practiced; not the exclu
sively external and superficial uniformity which, 
as such, weakens. All the norms and ca~es which 
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are good for the pruqent and orderly development 
of the special qualities and tendencies which have 
their roots in the deepest entrails of every race, if 
these are not opposed to the obligation imposed 
on humanity by the unity of origin and the com
mon destiny of men, the Church greets jubilantly 
and accompanies with maternal cares." . 

"She has demonstrated many till).es, by her mis
sionary activity, that that norm is the polar star 
(Stella rectrix) of her universal apostolate. 

"There should be no fear th..at the conscience of 
universal brotherho9d, fomented by Christian 
doctrine and the senti nents which it inspires, will 
be opposed to the love of traditions and glories of 
each Country, or will impede the promotion of 
prosperity, and legitimate interest. 

"But the legitimate and just love to one's own 
country must not shut our eyes to the recognition 
of the universality of Christian charity, which 
considers the others as well, and their prosperity, 
in the pacifying light of love." -

"Such is the international point of view of 
Synarchism." 
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Complete Summary of 
The Synarchist Program 

S YNARCHISM, the antithesis of Anarchism, is a 
civic movement which endeavors to reestablish in 

Mexico the Christian social order destroyed by an
archy. Synarchism educates the people, implants .a 
social program in conformance with the Christian 
principles, and b_attles agajnst the corruptive doctrines 
disseminated by the "revolutionaries". 

The general principles of Synarchism have been set 
forth in "16 points" of the National _Synarchist Union 
program, and may be summarized ~s follows: 

The salvation of Mexico will not come from a for
eign soil; it will come when the Mexicans decide to 
exercise their rights and learn to fulfiil their obliga
tions. To that end, Synarchism does its best to unite, 
strengthen, and dignify the Nation, demanding the 
subordination of private interests to the common 
good; 

We condemn communism, totalitarianism, dictator-
ships, and tyrannies; we repudiate any attempt to di
vide the nation into "leftists"-and "rightists", into 
"revolutionaries" and "reactionaries". We reject the 
~wastika of Nazism, as well as the Star of Commu
nism and any othe foreign symbol; 

We maintain a just and legitimate attitude. of well 
understood nationalism, in defense of the independ
ence of Mexico; 

We affirm the right to private property which the 
Natural Law gives to man and which Christianity 
inculcates. But we repudiate this right when it is ac
companied by the privileges and the injustices with 
which it was invested by economic liberalism, and 
which made possible the unrestrained exploitation of 
man by man; 

Synarchis-m will not rest until it has established a 
regime of Social Justice in Mexico, nor until it has 
effected an 'equitable distribution of wealth; 

·Exotic doctrines and the influence of the enemies of 
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the country have brought to Mexico a "strife" and a 
"hatred between classes". Synarchism condemns the 
crime of that corruptive and destructive strife, and 
seeks the loyal and effective cooperation between 
capital and labor; 

We condemn every violation of liberty, but we con
demn libertinism with equal energy. Our desire is: 
complete liberty, absolute liberty for all that is good 
and for all those who wish to do good, but, on the 
other hand, no liberty to do wrong, and restraint of 
those who, with a false concept of liberty, give them
selves up to licentiousness; 

Synarchism wants a just, strong, and respected 
government, but-not a tyrant; a government limited 
in its function by the Natural Law and the Common 
Good; 

Synarchism rejects brute force of local despots or 
of official political parties. It rejects likewise the 
tyranny of regimes that ignore the high dignity of the 
human person, that absorb or mislead the natural or
ganizations of society, and which enslave all will, mak
ing private initiative impossible; 

Synarchists are fully convinced that Mexicans, all 
Mexicans, should exercise their rights and fulfill 
their duties as citizens and patriots, and that, in this 
sense, all Mexicans should strive for the common good. 
But we do not see why "official political parties" 
should exist, because, in the past, these have always 
been in Mexico the forerunners of discord and ruin. 

Synarchism, briefly, seeks, as has been said, to re
store in Mexico the Christian social order. 

Such is, in substance, the program offered to all 
Mexicans by Synarchism; a constructive movement 
whose work i$ for peace, justice, union and country. 
Synarchism desires a Mexico which will be the home 
of all Mexicans; a Country which will be the guardian 
of all its Children. 

lts Missionary Attitude 

No nation will ever accept a social program opposed 
to its historical traditions. To attempt the transplant-

96 



ing of a foreign ideology to Mexico is impossible and 
absurd. This has been one of the capital errors of the 
Revolution. It thought that Mexican life could flour
ish under a culture, a mode of life, a way of thinking, 
radically different from all that which for the Mexi
can nation will always be an essential part of its most 
intimate nature. · · · 

The fusion, in Mexico, of the Spanish and the indi
genous cultures, resulted in a unique point of view and 
a peculiar attitude towards life. 

Between the two, these profoundly religious cul
tures created a new spiritual attitude, and a deep re
spect for those virtues which are a substantial part of 
Christian civilization. The Spanish missionaries who 
came to Mexico were not satisfied with teaching the 
people, but worked together with them, partaking of 
their sufferings, and giving example in the ways of 
accepting these. They showed the paths to eternity 
and the ways of this world as well. They taught the 
Indians the arts and the trades that have contributed 
so much to the transformation of Mexican life into a 
scene full of color and richness. The marks. left by 
these missionaries can never be erased from the soul 
of the people. On the contrary, they reappear today 
with an uncontrollable impetus, and this is the ex:
planation of Synarchism. 

To be a Synarchist is to· be a missionary, to associate 
oneself to the hopes and· the miseries of the humble, 
to seek his material and moral betterment, to fight 
against that which corrupts and debases, to maintain 
a firm faith and a constant effort with no other mo
tive than the common good. Synarchism, is unity, 
peace, hierarchy. It is a spiritual militia. It is emi
nently Mexican and absolutely incompatible with 
sectarianisms of any sort. 

Birth and Organization of Synarchism 

Synarchism was founded in Leon, Guanajuato on · 
May 23, 1937, by a group of friends consisting of three 
lawyers, Manuel Zermeno, Jose Trueba Ol~vares, and 
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Salvador Abascal, and ·a farmer, Jose Antonio Urqui
za. Moved by the moral, political, and economic dis
order which was undermining the Republic, they de
cided to form a UNION which was to fight for the re
establishment in Mexico of the Christian social order. 
This is the origin of the National Synarchist Union. 

The movement as a whole is directed by a National 
· Com1nittee which divides the country, among several 

Regional Committees, one, sometimes more, for each 
state. Each Regional Committee directs the Municipal 
Committees, and these, in tu-rn, control the Rural Sub
Committees. 

Synarchism comprehends all social classes, but speci
ally the peasants and the workers, for it is convinced 
that the virtues of the Mexicans are specially found 
in the common people, from whom will come the salva
tion of Mexico. 

The number of members of Synarchism is increas
ing every day. This is due to our approaching the peas
ant and the laborer, to the understanding of their 
problems,. to our doctrines of austerity and sacrifice, 
as also to the irreproachable conduct of all our chiefs 
and propagandists, who live among the poor and share 
their bread and their roof. The contrast between these 
practices and the ways of the revolutionists has made 
possible the penetration of Synarchism into the hearts 
of the people, and has caused the Mexicans to place 
their faith in Synarchism as the only hope for redemp
tion. 

. Synarchism Not a Political Party 

Synarchism is not a political party. It has declared 
over and over again that it does not wish to partici
pate in public administration, but it is ready to co
operate in any activity which tends towards the gener
al welfare of the nation. 

The principles of Synarchism are of concord and 
peace. It therefore condemns all revolutionary move
ments by force and hate. 

Synarchist mass meetings are nothing more than 
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assembliee of 1v.1exicans who unite in a lawful, orderly, 
democratic, and peaceful· manner to demand "justiee 
for all'-' and , the ·"reestablishment of soc{al order". 
8-ynarchists, according to our rules, attend all meet
ings comp~etefy unarmed. 

We do not combat the government, only the notor
ious abuse5 of its power: We resist passively all arbi
trary impositions which are contrary to true Mexican 
ideals. For example, we c0nstan tly seek the deroga
tion of Article 3 of the Constitution, which imposes 
upon all schools, both public and private, a system o.f 
"socialist" education. And, to that end, we present 
facts, statistics, etc., which clearly show the disas
trous results of that system when in force. 

Each day, Synarchism approaches nearer to the 
realization of its work of N a1ional Reconstruction, 
and through its program it has already accomplished 
works which, without it, could never have been ac
complished, or even undertaken. Synarchism has 
saved Mexico from. Communist totalita!-ianism, .the 
false golden dream of the Mexican Revolution. 

Synarchism and Communism 

The government of Mexico, specially during the six 
years of the regime of General Lazaro Cardenas, at
tempted with all its. force to impos.e Communism-upon 
the nation. This system is irreconcilable with the· 
traditions, -culture, and faith of the people. Education 
in t he schools has ·been out. ef harmony with the de
sires and the most imperative needs of the country. 
The official education program of Communism prop
agates hate, atheism and ignorance, with no other 
epd but the uprooting of the very fundamentaL princi
ples of Christian civilization. The .. great and. primordi
al object of Communism is the annihilatic;m of the 
family, throug}i thB -destruction of -thos~e Christian 
habits ~ which . are indispensable for the moral and· 
material prosperity of the Nation. 

Synarchism is the negation .of atheism and of ·com
munistic irreligiousness; it is the negation and the ad-

·'- ' [_. 
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versary of historical materialism; it is the negation of 
the so-called "society without classes"; Synarchism is 
the defender of private property; it is the liberator of · 
our peasants, for whom it demands the private and 
individual ownership of the land; it is the liberation 
of our workers, for whom it seeks a just distribution 
of profits; it is the opponent of those abusive and ra-

. pacious capitalists which the revolution has produced. 
Synarchism is also the opponent of those leaders who 
live from the exploitation of the worker whom they 
deceive and ~orrupt. 

Synarchism fights against Communism in every 
field, and seeks to oust its methods and its teachings 
from Mexico. 

Synarchism, Nazism and Fascism 

Synarchism has been maliciously slandered :with the 
accusation of being influenced by nazists, fascists, 
falangists, etc., and thus constituting a "fifth column" 
at the service of totalitarianism. 

It is false that Synarchism has ever considered or 
favored a totalitarian system. It will ~ave nothing to 
do with the idolators of the Omnipotent State. 

Synarchism maintains that no social program could 
prosper in Mexico . on the principles of Nazism, Fas
cism, or any other form of totalitarian governme-nt. 
Totalitarianism would be the death and the destruc
tion of all the efforts of Synarchism, of. all its sacri
fices, all its hopes, and all its ideals. 

The totalitarian State repudiates the Nat ural Law. 
For it, the only source of right is the State itself. This 
is the worst of all tyrannies, for it is the tyranny 
which turns the Law into an accomplice of and excuse 
for its excesses. The totalitarian State mq.kes itself 
the ultimate and supreme end of the individual, in 
such a way that the only reason for his existence is the 
benefit of the State, to which he must sacrifice every
thing, his soul included. The totalitarian State controls 
private property arbitrarily, destroys the family . by 
taking hold of the children's hearts, quenches all pri-
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vate initiative, and creates an official political party 
to which all are forced to belong. 

Synarchism is the cornplete; serene, and definite 
negation of all totalitarianisms. The principles of Syn
archism force it to be incompatible with them. 

Synarchism and Christian Democracy 

Any social program for Mexico must be based on 
the Christian and Democratic life principles of its 
people. True democracy is Christian democracy, be
cause only in it does the nation dedicate its entire ef
forts towards the attainment of the common good. A 
program for Mexico in accordance with these ideas 
must begin by recognizing and proclaiming the sacred 
and inviolable character of th~ human person. With
in this program, each Mexican must find the solution 
of his own problems and an opportunity for his physi
cal, moral, and intellectual development. A social pro
gram for Mexico must recognize the transcendental 
importance of the family by protecting and fostering 
family life. Family life is the foundation of civil socie
ty. It is necessary for the formation of man and for 
the development of those virtues that are an insepar
able part of Christian civilization. Synarchism, in its 
program, seeks an intimate family union and teaches 
the principles of mutual aid and sacrifice that are 
linked to domestic existence. Synarchism sets forth 
the duties of parents towards .their children and of 
children towards their parents. It maintains that it is 
the right and duty of parents to give their children an 
adequate education, and defends all the natural rights 
of the head of the family'. 

Synarchism and Education 

Synarchism realize·s that the greatest problem in 
Mexico is the education of the people. For this reason 
it repeats over and over a-gain: "Education, education 
for all, real and true education". Synarchism wfll not 
rest· until it has done away with illiteracy in Mexico .. 

The educational program of Synarchi~m has been 
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considerably hindered by lack of liberty. The mono
poly of education which the revolution has established, 
and its desire to impose upon the nation a way of life 
which is repugnant to its aspirations, its traditions, 
and its faith has created the greatest of obstacles to 
the educational work of Synarchism. Synarchism is 
firm in its desire that Mexico have absolute liberty of 
education, and will fight untiringly until Article 3 of 
the Constitution is repealed, because, as long as it re
mains as a law, it will make impossible the realization 
of a true national program of education, a program 
the undertaking of which is now most imperative. 
Synarchism wants. the useful and ~sensible formation 
of the mind, the useful and n1oral for.mation of the 
will, the useful and sensible training in the love of 
one's country, in the obligations of the citizen towards 
the nation, in the necessity of subordinating private 
interests to the common good, etc. Synarchism really 
and truly desires a . Mexican school of harmony and 
love, directed in accordance with the ideals, traditions, 
and faith of Mexican people. 

The greatest effort of the educational program of 
Synarchism has to be concentrated in the rural dis
tricts, for 70 % of the population of Mexico lives from 
the land, and it is this mass of peasants that has been 
most deceived and misled by the Revolution. Rural 
education is for Synarchism the first step in the re
construction of Mexico. And it is inter-ested not only 
in the education of children, but also seeks the educa
tion of the adult. 

Synarchist peasants · wish to elevate themselves; 
they want to learn all that is necessary for their wei- ' 
fare and this desire is to be found not only in the 
young but also in the adults. The Revolution has been 
unable or unwilling to teach them how to better culti
vate the iand, ho'w to increase their harvest, -how to 
combat pests, how to fertilize their lands, how to im
prove their breeds of cattle, etc., and the peasant 
w-ants to learn, and needs to learn these things, for 
otherwise -he .wil-l ·never rise from his··misery and back
··wardness.- ·Synarchism -has -been ... trying· to· in-crease ·the 
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· spirit of self-denial and mutual aid among men. The 
result of this effort _and of this spirit is everywhere 
evident. The new spiritual enthusiasm which i.s 
spreading to every corner of Mexico can already be 
felt. Little by little Synarchism will bring about a 
.closer union among peasants, teaching them how to 
progress more rapidly through cooperative organiza
tions. 

The purposes or Synarchism are. frequently handi
capped and impeded by municipal authorities and by 
state governments, that have neither understood 
them, nor been willing to tolerate the diffusion by 
Synarchism of a new vitality to Mexican rural life. 

Synarchism and Agriculture 

President Manuel Avila Camacho, in his Message to 
Congress on September 1, 1941, told the nation, 
"Mexico, without confining jtself to the life of an. ex- . 
elusively agricultural country, must, however, more 
and more each day become a nation in which agricul
ture is of primordial importance." Synarchism has al
ways proclaimed this, and has, consequently, dedicated 
itself to work in favor of the 70 % of the population 
that lives from. agricultural activities. 

The Desire of Synarchism 

· Synarchism wishes first to improve, and then, to 
make sound our national economy; not to enrich a few 
as the revolution has done, but to fulfill its desire for 
social justice and for the just and necessary distribu
tion of wealth. For this reason, to the Communist cry 
of "everyone a proletarian" we oppose our cry of 
everyone a property owner.'? In general, Synarchism 
considers the fractionation of . the very large agricul
tural properties as necessary, as also the creation of 
the "small .property". Thus its program proclaims. The 
ownership of land is indispensable for the flourishing 
of individual and family ·life, which attains its great
est dev.elopment only in those countries made up of 
smaller property owners, ·and specially so'-where well 
de-veloped· cooF>eratives are added. · In general, ;the con-



centration of rural property in a few hands makes . 

impossible the flourishing of family life. For this 

reason, Synarchism wants the division of the land and 

the creation and efficient protection of small private 

property. In the peasant's home which Synarchism 

tries to establish, family traditions and aspirations, 

as well as the spirit of Christian brotherhood fostered 

by the Parish church are to be preserved. 
In .the Synarchist's home, based on the small private 

property, it will be possible to undertake a wide vari
ety of activities. The famiiy ·will cultivate those crops 

which will insure its stability <lS well as those that will 

produce immediate funds; it will find ways of making 

life in the fields more pie sant; it will associate with 

other families in cooperatives; it will find a way of 

establishing small agricultural industries that will 

furnish work throughout the year, etc. Agriculture, as 

President Avila Camacho says, will always be the 

principal source of national prosperity and welfare. 

Without a prosperous agTiculture; it is impossible for 
our people to emancipate themselves from their 

miseries, ignorance, and slavery. Synarchism has 
undertaken the gigantic task of remaking the agri
culture of the nation .. 

The Problem of the Land 

The longing of the peasant for ownership of land 
became the principal motive force i!). the Mexican 

Revolution. The desire to possess, as tru property, a 
piece of Mexican land, .,Nas the impulse that drove 

thousands of peasants to the arn1ed battle. Every rev~ 

/ olutionary government since 1915 has confessed the 
existence of that urge and, with varying degrees of 

rapidity and sincerity, has been dividing the large 
agricultural properties and cattle ranches which go 
under the name of "haciendas". 

Only those properties which belong to some politi
cian or to some revolutionary leader have been left 

untouched. Practically all other large properties have 

been, or are being, divided in to "parcels" ( ejido~) . 

This "political" method of land distribution has 
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brought about serious economic consequences upon a 
country where land is such an important nation:;t~ re
source. 

Rural property, during the last few years, has fall
en under three general categories; unparceled lands 
which are not cultivated because of the imminent dan
ger of seizure; unparceled lands which can be cultivat
ed because of some accidental protection; and the 
parceled lands or ejidos. Despite the efforts of the 
Revolution, the number of cultivated acres have not 
increa ed, but they have been decreased as the result 
of the agrarian experiment carried out with neither 
foresight nor technical skill. From the annual report 
of the Department of National Economy (1938) we 
take the following figures: 
Surface cultivated in 1925 ________ ____ 5.381.107 hectares 
Surface cultivated in 1936 ___ ___ ___ ___ 5.078.138 hectares 

(one hectare is equal to 2.47 acres). 
Official reports of the Department of Agriculture 

indicate that from 1915 to December 31, 1938, 23. 175.-
000 hectares have been distributed among 1.613.000 
peasants. 

Many millions of pesos have been spent in the dis
tribution of these lands, and many millions more in
vested in irrigation projects such as those at Fabel
lon, el Man te, Tula, Don Martin and Delicias. The 
small and rare successes of the Revolution fall far 
~hort of compensating the gigantic failure that have 
kept the peasant in misery. The distribution of farms 
and cattle ranches, the parceling of these, their irri= 
gation, their cultivation, and so on, are eminently 
technical proble-ms that cannot be solved by politicians 
versed only in electoral manipulation, but by stu
dious and honest men of good conscience It must be 
emphasized that in the socialistic system the land is 
parceled only in theory, for it remains undivided, 
forming a so-called "ejido". The ejido is an organized 
group or collection of small parcels of land, the use of 
which is given, under certain conditions, to peasants 
o 11 d e 'iclatarioR. Eac 1 "ejido" is subjee to a srnall 

government, a Commissariat , and t 1e peasant has only 
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One of the "adobe"' houses gradually being built in the Syn
archist Colony of Lower California to replace the straw huts 
in which the colonists have been living. 

An example of the constructive labor of Synarchism thrqug:p-
_out . t~~ Nation. Here a group of .Synarchists aye seen don!=lting 
th~jr services in the construction of a road . which wil~ fadlita~~ 
the ·task of increasiilg agricultural production. (From· ·Santa Maria 
Auxiliadora· to ·loreto: ·loa km.} · · · 
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the right to "use" the land which remains property of 
the State. Credit is furnished by the State or by an 
usurious money lender. The "ejidatario" (the peasant 
who works the land) can be deprived of his parcel 
when a political leader of the ejido so wishes it (Arti
cles 128 & 139, Sec. VIII of the Agrarian Code). 

The peasant fought in the revolution with the ·hope 
of receiving a piece of land which he eould call his 
own; instead, he was given the opportunity of joining 
a small soviet where the peasant really owns nothing 
and the leader (Commissar) is all po\verful. The sense
less agrarianism of the Revolution has failed" to give 
land to the peasant or to give him property; it has 
refused to permit the formation of a stable home, to 
furnish a permanent place of residence; it has not al
lowed the peasant to form a patrimony, nor to provide 
for his future, nor has it made credit available. On the 
other hand the system of ejidos has destroyed the 
economy of the nation, leaving the peasants in misery 
and economic slavery, while it gives comparative rich
es and much power to a few leaders. For this reason, 
the peasant has lost confidence in the Revolution. He 
hopes for the effective ownership. of the land and the 
establishment of Christian social order from .Synar
chism. 

Synarchism Has a Plan 'for the Land 

The problems of the land, of production, of credit, 
of the "ejido", of .the small property, of transporta
tion, of rural education, etc., are technical problems to 
be solved only· by well prepared men, not by Revolu
tionaries. A technical plan for their solution is a mat
ter far too complex to be included in this pamphlet. 
However, be it said that a well meditated plan, with
out i1nprovisations, without Communistic tendencies, 
without injustices, respecting the rights of all, urging 
the fulfillment of all obligations, complemented with 
the education of the peasant, greatly improving· agri
cultural methods, furnishing abundant and easy com·
munication, .providing for the colonizations of vast re

gions 0f the c-o~u~try which are at pres~nt ab~nd?ned, 
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tending towards the n1oral and economic elevation of 

the peasant with a sense of order, of love for work, of 

already initiating. We will not rest until it is accom

plished. Then our peasants will have lands and not 

promises that make them slaves of the demagogues; 

then there will be private initiative and a positive 

stimulant for the cultivation of the land; then it will 

be possible to sell the products of the land justly; then 

there ·will be peace, there will be agriculture, and the 

potential resources of our fields will turn into real 

sources of prosperity. 

Agricultural Credit and P!'oduction 

The National Confederation of Chambers of Com

merce and Industry of the Mexican Republic published 

in November of 1940 figures which give an idea of the 

miserable economic conditions of the "ejidatarios"; 

the parcel "gives an annual yield per "ejidatario" of 

approximately $100.00 (pesos) per year or some $0.30 

per day. Due to the expansion of agrarian credit, to 

the rise in price of agricultural products, the daily 

yield per "ejidatario" now approaches $0.50 per day." 

"This figure falls far short of the legal minimum 

wage of the farm laborer when he works for a salary, 

and which fluctuates between $1.50 in some places and 

$3.00 in others". For this and many other reasons we 
must conclude that from an economic point or view 
the "ejido" is a failure. 

Don Valentin Gama, a:q. eminent University profes

sor, quotes the following terrifying figures that show 

us that the system of cultivation used in Mexico, lack
ing in all scientific advance, has brought the yields of 

the land to such low levels that its economic exploita
tion is not worth while, and barely serves to keep the 
peasant from starving: 

Yield on Mexican Fields In United States 

Corn ____ ________ 645 Kgs. per Hect. 1500 Kgs. per Hect. 
Wheat __ ______ 573 " " " 900 " " " 
Barley __ ___ ___ 480 " " " 1250 " " " 
Rice __ ______ ____ 2100 " " " 2890 " " " 
Beans ________ 690 " " " 880 " ?? " 

Potatoes ____ 3240 " " " 7200 " " " 
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The above figures represent the yields in kilogram
es per hectare . of land. Synarchism with its program 
looks forward to the day when the Mexican peasant 
will reap harvests similar to those which the American 
farmer, through hard work and better technjque has 
been able to produce. · 

The lack of private rural credit, and the decision on 
the part of the revolutionary government to mono
polize agricultural credit in order to implant absolute 
dependence on the governments or Communism in 
Mexico, are other- factors which keep the Mexican 
peasant in such a sorry state, from which neither the 
"ejidatario" nor the simple farmer or owner of a small 
un parceled property can rise. 

Lacking funds for their upkeep while they work the 
land and prepare the harvest, small farmers and "eji
datarios" must go to the usurer who lends them money 
for seeds and articles that are indispensable to them, 
on such usurious conditions and burdensome interest 
rates that, if you ·add to this the fact that they must 

· sell their crops immediately and at almost any price, 
because the usurer demands instant payment, it be
comes readily evident that they lose the greater 
part of their harvest. This condition forces the worker 
of a small piece of land to sell his products when the 
supply is greatest and since all others are in the same 
situation, harvests fall in the hands of monopolists 
who keep them to be sold when prices rise. This de
plorable thing happens 'year after year, and has con
verted the small farmer into an "irredeemable econo
mic factor" who cannot better his tools, choose his 
seed, combat pests, build small scale irrigation pro
jects, etc., and must continue to bear a miserable life. 
And if to this and to the lack of rural schools, we add 
what makes each of the above factors more serious, 
namely, the lack of moral training and the propagan
da which Communism has been spreading among the 
peasants, who have never been stimulated nor guided 
to save, to unite in cooperatives, to widen their ini
tiative, to lead a better life, then the problem of the 
fields acquires a somber aspect, and its solution be-
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comes increasingly complex, demanding more true 
leadership and sacrifice. 

Rural Mexico, A Propitious Field for Revolution 

This deplorable condition in which the ·majority of 
Mexicans find themselves, made worse by ignorance, 
has been a very propitious field for political agitators 
and Communists to enlist large masses despairing of 
their situation and desirous of a change whose peace
ful attainment they believe impossible. This is one of 
the chief reasons that make Mexico a restless and un-
stable nation. · 

The Only Hope of the Mexican Peasant 

President Avila Camacho, speaking to "ejidatarios" 
and to independent farmers, in his New Year's Ad
dress to the Nation, (January 1st, 194'2.), stated: "Once 
more I exhort both groups of farmers to collaborate 
with each other, and unite their activity and zeal in 
increasing the production of the coming year" ... 
"It is now time ... to foster the coordination between 
official action and private initiative." 

The principal mission of Synarchism is to recon
struct Mexico's agriculture. It has already formed 
technical commissions to study a program of possible 
accomplishments in this field. But Synarchism would 
be tending towards the Utopian, as the Revolution for 
one reason on another has done, if it were_to try to im
plant its economic program without first inculcating 
the peasant with a sense of order, of love for work of 
brotherhood, of moral elevation. Synarchism is today 
the only hope of the nation. Sacrifice, jails, torments 
for years, these synarchists have suffered, and many 
lives have been offered for our country. The eyes of 
Mexico turn to Synarchism when the world situation 
calls upon Mexicans to work and to increase rural pro
duction. Synarchism can solve the problem of Mexican 
agriculture. This is its most important undertaking. 

The Opportunity of the Present 

Never before in the history of Mexico, since the 
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time of the missionaries who with -their example and 
virtue won the heart_ of the Indian, has a_ better oppor
tunity presented itself to educate, organize, and com
pletely civilize the inhabitants of these lands by giving 
them a way of life which will make them love order 
and peace, and turn deaf ears to those who would_ lead 
them to Revolution and pillage. 

For the peasant masseB to be converted into defend:
ers of Christian Democracy it is necessary tha.t . they 
experience in their own lives the benefits of such a 
system, in a way that will make evident to them what 
such Democracy means to their souls and their bodies. 

To carry out . this technical, educational, and emi
nently constructive program for the redemption of the 
people, Synarchism thinks necessary the -assistance of 
the new President of the Republic, who, for the first 
time in many years, has made public his desire- to 
'~gov:ern for all", and has not found it inconvenient to 
declare his religious faith. -

Synarchism, through study clubs and its regular 
mass meetings, is gradually succeeding in making the 
peasant understand . and study his problems, and to 
seek the best solution for them. It has managed to 
create a real forum, whence will come the new direc
tors of the people, adequately prepared to participate 
in the intelligent solution of their common problems. 

The Agrarian Reserves 

But neither order, nor the m-aterial and moral pros
perity of the peasant, ntrr the flourishing of agricul
ture can be won in a complete and permanent manner, · 
while the government fails to ,remove the-obstacle that 
most powerfully frustrates the attainment of these 
necessary ends, ~am ely, those groups of armed _ "eji
datarios" that go under the name ·of "agrarian re
serves". 

These "reserves" are th€ instrument of terror and 
·tyranny that devastate our·· fields. They often de
prive espechtlly the synarchist peasant of his land and 
of his harvest; they raze his hut; they persecute ·him; 
they torture him; they even deprive him of his life 
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with the most complete impunity and contempt of the 
Law. The "reserves" produce a permanent condition of 
crime, of anarchy, of misery, and of injustice which 
contrasts most unintelligibly with the promises of 
public officials for a democracy. It is impossible to 
justify the existence of these "reserves", and the un
heard of tolerance of their crimes. Scores of unarmed 
Synarchists have been· savagely murdered by these 
"reserves" without justice having been dealt or even 
attempted in a single case. 

Industry 

Mexico's industry, like its agriculture, has not pro
gressed· in accordance with the needs of th,e people. 
Mexico depends too much on imports for even the 
most necessary things. It must import far too many 
of the raw materials used in its factories. It needs, 
therefore, a greater number of industries of a varied 
type, conveniently distributed throughout the country, 
to avoid the perils of inadequate urban concentra
tions and the danger of the abandonment of the fields. 

Synarchism and Labor 

Synarchism proclaims the necessity of cooperation 
between capital and labor. It will tenaciously protect 
the · worker from the abuses of the conscienceless 
capitalist and the rapacious leader; but it vyilllikewise 
protect legitimate capital lest it be destroyed by the 
voraciousness of the demagogues or the machinations 

·of politicians. Synarchism desires the creation of true 
"joint commissions" in which political interests will be 
excluded and which, under the paternal vigilance of 
the State, will give solution to labor problems. 

Synarchism looks forward to the day when all 
laborers will receive a just compensation for their 
work, when health and safety conditions will be more 
advanced, when the workers will participate in the 
profits of the enterprises in which they work. Synar
chism will try to diminish woman and child labor. True 
syndical organizations, made up of workers, labor 
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unions that will seek, above all, the intellectual moral, 
and economic welfare of their members is the aim of 
synarchism. 

"Prevision" of Social .Security as it is . elsewhere 
called, is one of Synarchism's greatest desires. It 
wants each worker to acquire the habit of saving, of 
providing for his future through insurance covering 
maternity, sickness, accidents, old age, unemployment, 
and death, ... the formation of a patrimony that will 
insure the education of his children and subsistence 
of the worker's home. It wants a Social Security based 
on technical studies, on statistics, on the cooperation 
of all parties interested, capital, labor, and the State, 
a Social Security that will be out of the reach of the 
grasping hands of the politico, one which will really 
protect the home of the worker from all insecurity, 
but, above all, one which will not be another "unsuc
cessful experiment" in the hands of Revolutionaries. 

Then we will have a true and just ·distribution of 
national wealth without having destroyed any prop
erty at all. Then there will be security and peace of 
mind for the worker. Then there will be industrial 
prosperity in Mexico. The problem of labor will have 
been solved then, according to the demands of social 
order. For the solution of Mexico's problems Synar
chism invites experts in monetary, industrial, com
mercial, arid agrjcultural matters, as well as in the 
problems of the worker and of the peasant; experts 
and not demagogues are needed. 

A Call to Unity 

President Avila Camacho wishes to do away with 
the system that has brought so many evils upon the 
country, and especially upon the poor. H.e wants to put 
an end to the practice of constant agitation, to intri
gue, to the revolutionary and destructive internation
alism which is characteristic of that system. He wants · 
the worker to work, ~'T exhort. the workers of the 
Nation to increase their laboriousness ... and to ad
just their legitimate pretensions to the strictest norms 
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of social ethics. They should choose their leaders with 
good judgment, and purge the ranks of their organi
zation, in order that their collective acts may remain 
strictly within the law, may merit the respect of all, 
and may unite right to strength". The President wants 
order; he wants to put an end to syndical anarchism. 
How these words justify the constant complaints 
voiced by Synarchism in its regular meetings! Com
munism among the workers must be eradicated, and 
then to work! That is what Synarchis:in asks. 

But even more, Synarchism demands that the battle 
between classes be brought to an end, that the system 
of "crazy strikes", contrary to the law but organized 
with the aid of politicians and unscrupulous officials, 
be done away with. It is indispensable to terminate 
the destructive battle in our incipient industry. At 
this moment, when the nation demands the subordina
tion of private and class interests to the common good, 
is the time when Synarchism finds greater justifica
tion, for the President himself echoes its call to NA
TIONAL UNITY when he says in his message to Con
gress on Sept. 1, 1941, "Neither employers nor work
ers should forget that, above all else, they are Mexi
cans; and that the unity of the Country is far more 
important than the division of classes." 

Social Justice 

This is, in two words, the battle cry of Synarchism. 
We cannot continue to exist, nor can we demand work, 
efficiency, order, or welfare, if Christian social justice 
is missing. The solution to Mexico's sad problems will 
be found in that Social Justice. But it is not suffi
cient for Synarchism to desire it, it must be worked 
for. It is necessary to lay down firm foundations and 
construct, over the ruins of the revolutionary Mexico, 
a new Mexico where complete Social Justice will reign. 

The first step of Synarchism has been the education 
of the worker; and the peasant. The educational· pro
gram of the city schools, for children and for adults, 
the same as that of the rural ones, must be based on 
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the cultural and. religious t. r a d. i. t..i .o. n s of Mexico . . · · 
Furthermore, the schools must give the worker a bet.:. ,. 
ter technical preparation, that he may be able to make 
use ·of the opportunities which life presents to him. 
A plann~d cooperation between the school, the u·niori 
and industry is necessary. A truly missionary work of 
moral regeneration is necessary too, for the corrup
tion spread by the Revolution found a more propitious 
field in the city worker than in the peasant. Synar~ 
chism where opportunity made it possible has already 
shown the way towards Social Justice. 

Public Health 

Another most important problem to which Synar
chism dedicates its attention is that ·of the betterment 
of sanitary conditions in the fields as well as in the 
cities. Our infant mortality is expressed in truly gi
gantic figures, above all in rural districts because of 
the poverty of the farmers and because of the dis
astrous hygienic conditions. In the agricultural and 
smaller industrial towns there are very few doc
tors, and fewer hospitals. The majority of rural com
munities lack sources of good drinking water and 
system of sewage disposal. The cases of sickness and 
death caused by contaminated waters are most numer
ous. Very few cities in the country purify the water 
which they use. In general, maternity services· are 
very scarce and infections frequently deprive mothers 
and children of life. Infant nutrition is deficient, in 
quality and quantity and extremely irregular. 

Add to this the vices which revolutionary propa
ganda has multiplied, th.e merciless destruction of 
Charitable works, religious persecution which. closed 
hospitals, dispensaries, centers of regenerations, etc., 
and you have a picture of the health conditions in 
Mexico. 

Synarchism has risen with the determination of 
remedying this most serious situation. With its meet
ings, its activity, its missionary spirit of regeneration 
and enterprise, Synarchi

1
sm hopes to provide the na· 
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This boy laughs at the conquered aridness of the deserts of 
Lower California. Who wouldn't with such onions and potatoes 
in his hands. 

A view of the rising tower of the Church at Villa Kino (Sonora}, 
-built- -in- less_ than six · months and about which_.the houses of the 
-5Y.narehist.Co!ony_· are gr~up~d . . ·- -- . · 
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titm with hospitals, maternity wards, infant centers, 
doctors, nurses, social workers, etc., who will place a 
more .dignified human existence and once more in ac
cordance with the progress of our times at the reach 
of all Mexicans. 

Synarchism's Work of Colonization: Lower 
California 

Synarchism has decided to begin the era of land rec
la.mation and has resolved to undertake the founda
tion of synarchist colonies in several thinly settled 
parts of the Nation. It wishes to take its spirit and its 
creative strength to those regions which, for many 
reasons, have till now been unable to find anyone to 
cultivate their land, to establish new industries, to 
undertake the construction of a church, of a school, 
of a hospital. The work of national colonizations is 
eminently patriotic, and answers an urgent necessity, 
for the population of the country is inadequately dis
tributed and the central plains are excessively popu
lated and greatly overworked. On the other hand, 
there are regions in Mexico which are very fertile and 
inviting for colonization. 

President Avila Camacho in his address to the Agri
cultural Engineers (1941) marked (as Synarchism has 
marked) a new path: "the march towards the sea"; 
the necessity of inhabiting the more or less coastal 
regions. 

Apart from wishing to perform this patriotic and 
promising work, Synarchism needed urgently to find 
a place for the "ejidatarios" whom the unrelenting 
persecution of "Cardenism" had deprived of the par
cels of land which the Revolution had promised them 
as private property. Only because they were Synar- · 
chists, and because they refused to submit to spiritual 
slavery, so many families who violated no law, but 
whom no one dared to protect, were driven from their 
lands. Synarchist peasants were victims of this crime, 
w~king up one morning to find that they had no land 
to-_ till, JlO ,bread to eat, and no r.Qo~ t.o shelter them. 
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Th~y sacrificed everything; and turned their back to 
the Revolution rather than abandon Synarchism 
wherein lies their only hope of redemption. These 
Synarchist peasants will find lands in the colonies 
whose foundation is to be undertaken. 

With this end in view, plans were made for the 
colonization of lands in the coast of Sonora, opposite 
the port of Kino, and to the south of Hermosillo. Pos
sibilities in other states are being studied without this 
implying that Synarchism's entire program as far as 
agricultural reconstruction is concerned, consists of 
colonization. This is only one- aspect of our work. 

On the other hand, only Synarchis_m bas sufficient 
moral authority over the peasants to ask, and obtain 
from them the abandonment of the land where they 
were born, 'and where their parents and grandparents 
were also born. To ·abandon one's manorial house, the 
piece of land one had learned to love, the trees one's 
ancestors had ·planted, one's traditions, one's parents, 
demands great sacrifice, and the Mexican is greatly 
attached to his village and to his parish church. Only 
Synarchism can effect the "march towards the sea" of 
which President Avila Camacho spoke, and it is ef
fecting it, thanks to the nobleness and spirit of sacri
fice -of our peasants, and to the faith they have de
posited ·in our leaders. 

The greatest enterprise unClertaken by Synarchism 
towards the end of 1941 was the colonizati_on of the 
semi-desert lands of Lower California, the peninsula 
with a coastline 2000 kilometers long and with only a 
few thousand inhabitants. Synarchism chose lands in 
the Southern District, facing the Pacific Ocean. These 
lands belonged to none, and Mexico was in danger of 
losing them some day. Synarchism would make them 
an integral part of the Nation; it would take Christ's 
cross, Mexico's flag, and the standard of Synarchism 
to those lands. . 

The colonization was undertaken with the full ap
proval of President Avila Camacho and with the mor~l 
~id of the Governor of the Southern District. Synar
chism has taken f?Ome 400 persons to the colony, and 
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has begun to drill wells, to work experimental crops, 
to delimit properties, to build houses, etc. The work of 
colonization is slow and its results will be appreciated 
only in the course of thne. The colony will increase in 
size and new workers are needed. Great fruits are 
expected from this enterprise, despite the great diffi
culties, so great that the Revolution could never un
dertake it. 

The colonization is financed with the little· money 
collected in public subscriptions from Synarchists who 
contribute a few cents each. Throughout the country, 
members of our movement donate their modest rings, 
bracelets, earrings, cuff links, and small savings to 
help make a success of an enterprise worthy of a more 
romantic century . . With great sacrifice we managed 
to pay .. the fares of our colonists. We chartered a ship 
and are now establi~hed ·300 . kilometers from La Paz, 
L. C. This is an enterprise in which· the entire Synar
chist movement participates. 

The chief of the National Synarchist Union himself 
wanted th~ opportunity of personally organizing the 
colonization, and of sacrificing himself with the colo
nists. He therefore left the direction of the movement, 
and -marched at the head of his men. President Avila 
Camacho has defended our colonization from the at
tacks levied upon it by politicia~s - and reds. The enti:t:~e 
nation is thankful to Synarchism for its undertaking, 
and looks forward to the establishment of other 
Synarchist agricultural colonies in the future. 

Synarchism: A Movement of the Masses, Not 
A Political Party 

_As can be seen by reading . the previous pages, 
Synarchism is a civic movement of the masses in their 
legitimate desire for moral and material elevation, a 
movement that es.pedally looks after the conditions 
of the Mexican workers and peasants, trying to give 
them the opportunity of living the family life which 
by justice belongs to them, according to the cultural 
and religious traditions of Mexico, and of obtaining 
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sufficient economic assets for a decent support of 
their family. 

Synarchism is not a political party, nor does it in
Lend to become one. Its fundamental interest is in its 
social program for the Mexican worker and peasant. 
Synarchism cannot be satisfied with the organiza
tions of peasants and workers as they exist today, be
cause these are purely political and revolutionary. 
Their ~endency is more towards spreading communist 
teachings than towards bettering the economic, mor
al and intellectual conditions of the farm and city 
worker. 

· Economic Resources of Synarchism 

Some observers, on seeing the growth of the Synar
chist movement, have concluded that its works, its 
meetings, and its publications could not be produced 
without a subsidy from some mysterious source. They 
have made many false and calumnious conjectures 
based on this unfounded conclusion. 

Synarchism, made up of the poor for the most part, 
supports itself. It is the small contribution of the 
humble which keeps so many groups in activity; it is 
the austerity and abnegation of the chiefs which reaps 
such great fruits with such modest means. In this 
day of extreme materialism, it is difficult to conceive 
the existence of hundreds of obscure men, driven on 
by their faith in Synarchism, full of confi~ence in the 
destiny of their Country, denying themselves even 
the little pleasures or conveniences in life so that they 
can contribute a mite to the cause. The Mexican people 
has a spirit which can manjfest itself in the form of 
revolutionary upheavals, but which is also capable of 
working in silence, driven by its faith, and of remak
ing what was its glory in the past . 

. Synarchism and International Policy 

Synarchism knows that among the peasants \ and 
workers there exists a discontent which offers a very 
propitious field for communist and totalitarian prop-
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aganda. :for this reason, Synarchism considers it an 
urgent necessity to work for the real benefit of the 
worker in order to satisfy his just aspirations without 
delay. Thus Synarchism has been consecrating its 
greatest efforts to this problem. It has been, and con
tinues to- be at pr-ese:h t with even more reason, a 
powerful factor in the preservations of order, disci
pline and peace. 

As a similar discontent exists throughout the 
American Continent, the friendly cooperation among 
the American Republics is of transcendental impor
tance in the solution of this and other common prob-
lems. -

Synarchism tries to participate sincerely in the at
titude and point of view of the United States, and 
hopes that, in its tl_frn, the United States will always 
have in mind Mexico's point of view, its traditions, the_ 
religious faith of its people, and will nurse no desire 
to impose a foreign culture upon it. President Roose
velt himself has declared that Democracy is every
where the defender of lib-erty, of tolerance, of decency 
and of faith, and it is to these ideals that our move-
ment is dedicated. -

National Unity 

Synarchism constantly seeks to organize all Mexi
cans in the spirit of national unity, because this unity 
means peace, prosperity, and strength. It demands 
that all its members work for the welfare of Mexico 
~nd for the common good. It wants a powerful nation, 
where a spirit of brotherhood, of service, and of sacri
fice may exist. A nation strong in its convictions, con
secrated to Christian principles, which will preserve 
and perpetuate its traditional religious loyalty to the 
Church of Christ and ~o the ideals which she has made 
to flourish among us. 

But Synarchism wants to make it clear for all that 
it is not a religious movement and that its leaders 
alone are responsible for its actions. The immense 
majority of Mexicans are Catholics, and, in general, 
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those who profess 'other faith are foreigners. It will 
never be possible to have a considerable number of 
Mexicans together without there being a preponder
ance of Catholics amongst them, because Catholicism 
is the most tangible thing in our Country. Synarchism 
would not be Mexican if its chiefs and its members 
were moslems, atheists, or buddhists. 

The membership of Synarchism is numerous, and 
the undeniable proof of the fact that it is absolutely 
Mexican lies in the fact that its leaders are Catholics, 
because this is the faith that -springs forth from the 
depths of our history. we would not constitute the 
vast majority of the nation did we profess any other 
religion. 

Man should be congruent with himself. Moral law 
is but one. It is the same for public life as it is for pri
vate life. To have two mutually contradjctory sets of 
weight and measures for our acts is both ignoble and 
disloyal. Synarchism demands that all its members be 
single faced in all fields of endeavor. But it does not 
possess the flag of a Catholic movement, nor does it 
have a single member of the clergy in its ranks. 

God will preserve Synarchism from death and from 
corruption. Time will pass, and with hard work, sacri
fice, and heroism, our people, the true Mexican people 

80,000 Synarchists gathered at Leon, Gto. on May 2,3, 1942, 
five years after the first Synarchist meeting at that historic city. 
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will have reestablished Chris~ian social order in 
Mexico. 

Justice, such as this proposed by the Synarchist 
agrarian program, is urgent. Together with the tech
nical problem, we must solve the problem of the 
moralization of the peasants. The conditions of emer
gency in which Mexico lives demand a radical change 
from collectivism. Political tests must disappear, in 
order that the people- be not excluded from the bene
fits of work, only because of the fact that they refuse 
to be communistic. It is a mistake to keep the people 
from applying all their energy to shake the misery 
that has tired them for so many years, and to bring 
about a real spiritual and material revival. 

P.S.-This approved translation of the Synarchist 
Program was made from the original in Spanish pub
lished by the National Synarchist Union Department 
of Information, by Sr. Octavio Carmona Almada. 

123 





When this book was already on the press a letter 
came asking me ,whether was associated with 
Synarchism. This inquiry was made, I suppose, be
cause of my recent fqvorable comments about SyiA
archism~ ~Y answer is: No, I am not associated 
with Synarchism, and I do not intend to be. I firmly 
believe that Mexicans can settle the affairs within 
their own country much better without interference 
or too much advice from outsiders. My reason for 
writing about Synarchism as I have done, and now 
giving my help in the publication Gf this little book, 
is my~ American wish for "fair play." The Syn~chist 
had been accused in some of our newspapers. When -
I again spent three months in Mexico last summer 
I made a study of Synarchism, met many of its 
leaders in various parts of Mexico and had them 
explain their program to me. I listened also to their 
opponents. I decided that Synarchism should be 
given a fai,r hearing before the people of the United 
States. Never have I been offerea, and certainly I 
would never accept as much as one penny for the 
work that I have had in publishing the material cqn
tained in this little book which was sent to me as 
explained in the Preface. 

Personally, I am convinced that the synarchists 
are sincere, are iiHensely Mexican, yet, they surely 
should not be clq:ssed as anti-United States. My nly 
criticism of their program is that it seems a bit too 
idealistic and ambitious to be completely practical. 
However, thank God for people who have high 
ideals, let us not discourage them. 

There will be less anti-Mexicanism in the U. S. and 
less anti-Americanism in Mexico if the eople in 
both countries will really try to be Good Neighbors. 
May God grant that this will be c:me of fhe benefits 
we shall reap f~om the· s'acrifices b0th peoples are 
maki~g to have this world war enq in a lasting 
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